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Call for Participants

Middle East and North Africa ICPD Training
The Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights is calling for applications to participate in training on the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) processes and key documents, as it relates to young people, sexual and reproductive rights and government’s accountability. This 4-day training will bring together approximately 15 youth activists from the Middle East and North Africa region. Participants will gain knowledge on the many aspects of sexual and reproductive rights, ICPD and young people’s role in holding their governments accountable for the commitments that they have made. This is particularly relevant as 2009 marks the 15-year review of the ICPD Programme of Action.

Where:
Cairo, Egypt

When:
June 22 – 25, 2009
Who:
The application form for the training is attached. The YC is keen to receive applications from young people who:

· Fall between the ages of 15 – 25

· Have basic knowledge in the area of sexual and reproductive health and rights or another related field i.e. gender equity, HIV and AIDS, youth participation, trafficking of young women, sexual orientation etc.

· Are affiliated with an organisation/have some experience in working in the area of sexual and reproductive rights or another related field (i.e. youth sexual health clinic, studies in related field, political work on youth issues etc.)

· Have a working knowledge of English AND can communicate proficiently in English with other training participants

· Are from Middle East and North Africa – Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Palestinian territories (the West Bank and Gaza Strip), Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen
If your profile fits the above and you are interested in participating, please complete the application form and email it, to applications@youthcoalition.org. Please note that only those who fit the above criteria will be considered. Only selected participants will be contacted.

Organized by the Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights (YC)
Please ensure that all questions are completed.  The form can be completed through Microsoft word, please limit all answers to a maximum of five lines.

1. Personal Information

First name(s) 


Last name(s) 

Affiliated Organization 


Nationality


Country of Residence 


Date of birth




Gender      

Mailing Address 


Telephone 



           Fax 


E-mail 


1. Please check the following boxes below as it pertains to you.

a) Do you have regular reliable access to emails? (Please select the option that best describes your Internet access):

All the time/once a day FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Occasionally FORMCHECKBOX 

 Rarely FORMCHECKBOX 

Never FORMCHECKBOX 

b) Do you need a visa to travel to Cairo, Egypt where the training will be held?

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

c) Proficiency in English (Chose only one) 

· English is my first language FORMCHECKBOX 

· I can hold a complex conversation and read advanced text  FORMCHECKBOX 

· I can hold a conversation  FORMCHECKBOX 

· I can understand some English  FORMCHECKBOX 

· I can hold a simple conversation and read simple text  FORMCHECKBOX 

2. What do sexual and reproductive rights mean to you?


 
     
3. 
What does youth participation mean to you?  (Include in your response how much youth participation you see in decision-making at government and civil society levels in your country.  Also tell us how you would like to see youth participation in your community or in your country as a whole).  



     
4. 
Please tell us what the word ”activist” means to you.  Do you consider yourself an activist? 



     
5. 
Please describe in what ways your work/volunteer experience relates to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and/or Youth Leadership.  Also mention if your work/volunteer experience is local, regional, national or international in scope.



      

6. 
What issues do you believe are the most pressing issues in your region with respect to development and young people’s sexual and reproductive health and rights? 



     
7.  Do you personally agree that women should have the right to choose and access abortion services regardless of her age, ethnicity, culture, religion and reason?



     
8. 
Do you support the right of individuals to express their sexual orientation and gender identity however they choose? Would you advocate for the rights of LGBTI communities?  


     
9. 
What are your expectations and what do you hope to gain from participating in Middle East and North Africa ICPD Training? 



     
10. How will you share and spread the skills you learn and the information you acquire at the Middle East and North Africa ICPD Training in your organization/community/region? 



     
11. Do you have any experience working with international UN documents (ie. Millennium Development Goals, ICPD Programme of Action, Beijing Platform of Action)?  If yes, which ones? 



     
12. Have you participated in a Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights event before?  Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

No FORMCHECKBOX 


If yes, which activity?      
Signature:        




Date:      
Once completed, send this application form by email to applications@youthcoalition.org.   We will only accept application forms submitted by e-mail. We are sorry not to be able to accept applications sent by regular mail.  

Participants will have their travel costs (airline ticket, visa, taxi), accommodation and food provided for throughout the MENA ICPD Training.  Any additional expenses incurred are not the responsibility of the Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights.
Application deadline is March 31 2009.
If you have any questions, concerns or comments about the MENA ICPD Training, please feel free to contact Ms. Rosario Castro at applications@youthcoalition.org.
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