TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.
The Advertiser,

African Council of AIDS Service Organization (AfriCASO),

P.O Box 28366,

Dakar Medina,

Dakar – Senegal.                                                5th March, 09.

Emails:  africaso@africaso.net,liaison@africaso.net
Subject: Reference for Mr. Absalom Okode Awino.
Mr. Absalom Okode Awino has been working with Strengthening Nigeria’s Response to HIV & AIDS (SNR) – Kaduna State under the auspices of Voluntary Service Organization (VSO) in Nigeria as Gender, Advocacy and Policy Technical Advisor since June, 2007.

The duties of Mr. Awino includes:
· Provide Capacity building support, mentoring and coaching for Local Action Committee on HIV & AIDS (LACA) and tactical partners on Gender, Advocacy and Policy.

· Provide Technical Assistance to Kaduna State Action Committee on HIV & AIDS (SACA) in collaboration with the State Ministry of Women Affairs on adaptation and operationalization of the National Gender Strategy.
· Provide Technical Assistance to the State Ministry of Women Affairs in contributing to the development of State Gender Strategy.

· Provide Technical Assistance to State Local Action Committeee on HIV & AIDS (LACA) in analysing the policy environment and advocating for change in case of unfavourable policies.

· Support LACA in taking advocacy initiative that will contribute to access and affordability of treatment among the People Living with HIV & AIDS with the local community.

· Support LACA to develop and implement Gender Action Plan in relation to HIV epidemic within the community context.
· Support LACA to build the capacity of local NGO and CBO in mainstreaming gender in their HIV programming activities.

· Support LACA to give voice to the voiceless poor and excluded through an open forum mechanism.

· Support LACA in critical engagement of the various Institutions (religious, traditional, legislative etc) through Policy dialogue process.

Mr. Awino has been able to utilise and build on his academic background, and his skills and experiences obtained in Kenya in Social and Development Work.  He has further shown to be able to work in difficult circumstances with little resources, but with enormous energy, zest and determination.

In addition to contributing to the work of SNR, Mr. Awino has done a lot of work on HIV/AIDS and People with Disabilities, always supporting the work of Special Needs Vulnerable Groups when called upon.  Often he has been consulted on issues related to HIV/AIDS, Gender, Advocacy, Policies, and Disability.
I feel Mr. Awino would be a worthwhile addition to any Organization requiring someone with his skills and background, and I am more than happy to recommend him to you.

I wish Mr. Absalom Awino all the best in his future endeavours.

Yours sincerely,

Pius
