ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
Advocates for Youth sponsors a project called the International Youth Leadership Council (IYLC), which is designed to develop youth leaders in the areas of international family planning and global HIV and AIDS.  The Council currently consists of eight members who are a diverse group of young people with backgrounds from Africa, the Caribbean, Asia, and the United States.  Members attend colleges or universities in the Washington, DC/Metro area. 

Council members serve as youth educators, advocates, and spokespeople on sexual and reproductive health issues and polices that affect young people around the world.

IYLC members work with the staff of the International Division to increase support for young people’s sexual and reproductive health, especially for international family planning and the fight against global HIV and AIDS, by organizing campus events, utilizing online and traditional media outlets, developing educational workshops, attending conferences, and lobbying policy makers at the national and international level.

IYLC members work on a broad range of issues related to young people’s sexual and reproductive health globally, including: international family planning; maternal health; reproductive rights; child marriage; lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) rights; HIV and AIDS; funding for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria; and foreign assistance reform.
The work of the IYLC members in recent years has included:

· Planning lobbying trainings and lobby days for increased international family planning funding
· Hosting campus presentations on sexual and reproductive health and related issues featuring professors or professionals in the field
· Speaking at rallies calling for comprehensive, evidence-based HIV prevention for young people
· Writing blogs and op-eds for significant advocacy days such as World AIDS Day and International Women’s Day
· Attending high level meetings at the United Nations on HIV and AIDS and participating in and coordinating youth advocacy at international conferences such as the Women Deliver Conference and the International AIDS Conference
IYLC members meet bimonthly at Advocates for Youth’s office in Washington, DC, and attend an annual retreat in September. Council members may be required to participate in training sessions on advocacy, media relations, and public policy, and certain events or conferences; however, the majority of the International Youth Leadership Council’s hours are flexible. 

Requirements:

Members of the International Youth Leadership Council must:

· Be enrolled part-time or full-time as an undergraduate in a college or university in the Washington, DC/Metro area

· Support the mission of Advocates for Youth

· Be willing to commit at least 20 hours a month to Council activities
· Be available to attend Advocates for Youth’s Urban Retreat, a three-day long training in Washington, DC, which will take place the evening of Thursday, September 10 through Monday, September 14, 2009

Application Process:

Please send applications to Kathy Wollner via email (kathyw@advocatesforyouth.org) or fax (202-419-1448) by April 20, 2009.
Advocates for Youth

International Youth Leadership Council

Membership Application

Mission: 
Advocates for Youth is dedicated to creating programs and advocating for policies that help young people make informed and responsible decisions about their sexual and reproductive health.

(Please print or type responses.)

Name__________________________________________________________DOB________________
Home Address_______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip/Country_________________________________________________________________
Country of Origin_____________________________________________________________________

Name of College/University _____________________________________________________________
Major_______________________________________________________________________________
Expected Graduation Date______________________________________________________________
University Address____________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________________

Telephone______________________________ E-mail_______________________________________
Students should submit the following: 

A completed application form 


Resume, including two references
Responses to the questions listed below 

The application, resume, and responses to questions must be sent to:

Kathy Wollner 
International Program Coordinator
Advocates for Youth

2000 M Street, NW, Suite 750

Washington, DC 20036 

www.advocatesforyouth.org
Phone: 202-419-3420   Fax: 202-419-1448

E-mail: kathyw@advocatesforyouth.org  
(Applications are accepted via email, fax, or post)
QUESTIONS

Please be concise, yet complete in your responses. Limit your responses to no more than two pages.
1. Why do you want to be a member of the International Youth Leadership Council? 
2. What activities do you currently engage in at your college/university related to sexual and reproductive and health issues?

3. What experience do you have working with political advocacy? (Does not necessarily have to relate to reproductive or sexual health issues). How would you use this experience on the IYLC? 
If you do not have experience with political advocacy, please tell us why you think it’s important and why you want to gain these skills?
4. What strengths would you bring to the IYLC?

5. What skills would you like to develop as part of your participation on the IYLC? 

6. How would you use the training and information you receive through the IYLC to raise the profile of sexual and reproductive health issues and advocate for evidence- and rights-based policies for young people?

7. Imagine you are working in a group to raise awareness about young people’s sexual and reproductive health.  How would you work with your group to raise awareness of these issues among young people on college campuses?

8. Did someone refer you to apply? If so, who?
