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Young people have an enormous stake in the present and

future state of Earth. Almost half of the human population is

under the age of 25. If young people’s resources of energy,

time, and knowledge are misdirected towards violence,

terrorism, socially-isolating technologies, and unsustainable

consumption, civilization risks destabilization. Yet, there

is a powerful opportunity for society if young people can

participate positively in all aspects of sustainable development.

In order to do so, young people need education, political support, resources, skills, and hope.
This volume offers a global perspective on education initiatives by and for young people that
promote a transition to sustainability. It includes 38 essays co-authored by 68 contributors
from 25 nations, representing a diversity of geography, gender, and generation.

"The development of youth leadership has been a central concern of my professional work. Young people have a lot
to offer to sustainable development and should participate in planning for our planet’s future. This rich collection of
theoretical and practical approaches captures the growing response of young people to this challenge. | am particularly
pleased with the attention paid to the role of often-underrepresented regions of the world, to the role of women, and
to the Earth Charter in the creating a peaceful and sustainable future." Julia Marton-Lefévre, Director General of [UCN
(International Union for Conversation of Nature), and former Rector of the University for Peace.

"This book is a rich, global tapestry depicting the inter-linkages among youth, education and sustainable development. What
is particularly interesting is that it shows how education, at all levels, can be a powerful engine for promoting sustainability.
This work is an important contribution to the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development." Goolam
Mohamedbhai, Secretary-General, Association of African Universities, and Past President, International Association of Universities.

"This important and skillfully-prepared book comes at a critical time.... A great strength of this volume is that it blends
together theoretical and practical insights regarding education for sustainable development by and for young people. It
is written from diverse cultural perspectives from all world regions. Readers, from many fields, especially young people
and their teachers, will find it timely and relevant. | hope that it will inspire the younger generation to get involved in
seeking solutions to the challenges we face." James Gustave Speth, Former Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme, and Dean Emeritus of the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale University.

"It is my hope that you are inspired, as | have been, by Young People, Education, and Sustainable Development: Exploring
Principles, Perspectives, and Praxis, for the stories in this volume are full of the possibilities that emerge when we
honor and support young people." Ruud Lubbers, Former Prime Minister of The Netherlands, and past United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.
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