INTRODUCTION
Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS ( GYCA ) is a youth-led, UNAIDS and UNFPA supported global network of 4,000 young leaders and adult allies working on youth and Role of Religion and Human Right in Building World Peace in 150 countries world-wide. It was proposed by youth attendees of the XV International AIDS Conference in Bangkok 2004 and XIV International AIDS Conference in Barcelona 2002. It is a voluntary effort of private citizens promoting international understanding through direct people-to-people contacts. GYCA is a private sector, not-for-profit 501 (c)(3) organization headquartered in Chicago, Illinois USA. GYCA's mission is to empower young leaders with the skills, knowledge, resources and opportunities they need to scale up HIV/AIDS interventions amongst their peers.
OUR MISSION
The purpose of Global Youth Coalition Association is to enhance international understanding and friendship through educational, cultural and humanitarian activities involving the exchange of ideas and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and diverse cultures. It will cooperate with any and all other organizations, which are of similar nature and purpose.

Global Youth Coalition Association is dedicated to enhancing cross-cultural communication within each community, and across communities and nations. Tolerance and mutual understanding are central themes. While not a partisan or political institution, GYCA supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Founded on September 11, 1956 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, Global Youth Coalition Association was privatized in 1961 and relocated to Chicago Illinois. It is incorporated as a not-for-profit organization in the state of Illinois and qualifies for exemption from income tax under the Internal Revenue Code §501(c)(3). GYCA is funded through program fees, membership dues and donations.


Among the early leaders working with President Eisenhower were J. C. Hall, the founder of Hallmark Cards, Inc., Walt Disney, Bob Hope and approximately 100 other remarkable individuals from industry, academia, and the arts. The late Charles M. Schulz, creator of the Peanuts comic strip, generously contributed three pieces of artwork for GYCA Worldwide Conferences. Since its inception, nine U.S. Presidents have served as GYCA 's Honorary Chairman including our current President George W. Bush. The organization has reaped benefits from the talents of countless individuals who have supported the ideals set forth by President Eisenhower. Today, President Eisenhower's granddaughter, Mary, serves as President and Chief Executive Officer.

Through Global Youth Coalition Association's Award Program, world leaders have been recognized for their contributions toward peace. Among the recipients of GYCA's most prestigious award, the Eisenhower Medallion, are Mother Teresa - 1988; Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin - 1996 (posthumously); President Anwar el Sadat - 1996 (posthumously); Save the Children - 1998; His Grace the Archbishop Desmond M. Tutu - 2000.

OUR BELIEFS 
1. We believe that greater understanding between individuals and peoples, worldwide, reveals universal values and aspirations;
2. We believe international educational and cultural exchange among youth further ensures long-term friendship and understanding;
3. We believe we all benefit from sharing different approaches to solving common problems;
4. We believe that individuals can often be more effective than governments in promoting human relationships and world peace;
5. We believe if people can better understand other cultures, they are more tolerant and accepting of differences;
6. We believe that citizens of all countries need personal contacts with other peoples and cultures. We need to ensure the enduring legacy of Global Youth Coalition Association;
7. We believe that People to People is fun! We believe in people!

Four priorities guide GYCA's work: 

1. Networking and sharing of best practices;

2. Technical assistance and capacity building; 

3. Political advocacy;

4. Preparation for international conferences.

GYCA operates on two tiers. 
The first, through information communication technology (ICT) with free capacity-building e-courses, discussion fora, and online resources; 
And the second, through local trainings and events.

GYCA is coordinated by a North Secretariat in New York and a South Secretariat in Accra, Ghana. The Secretariats act as catalysts for a decentralized network, operating through a Task Force of youth and adult allies including people living with HIV/AIDS, 12 Regional Focal Points, a growing number of National Focal Points worldwide. 
Nigeria has a male indigene from Ogun State as the National Focal Points, with eleven States Coordinators and a number of Local Government Area Representatives to act as catalyst to the development of GYCA in the country. GYCA members represent an array of organizations, programmes, and networks focusing on youth and HIV/AIDS.
PRINCIPLE VALUES
GYCA decision-makers include youth living with HIV/AIDS, and the Coalition is committed to working with and for marginalized youth such as injecting drug users, men who have sex with men, sex workers, youth in resource-constrained areas without access to information communication technology (ICT), and others, and aims to create meaningful youth-adult partnerships.


GYCA advocates for a human rights-based approach to HIV/AIDS interventions that includes full and accurate information, education and services including condoms and needle exchange. Because most young people are infected with HIV through sexual intercourse, GYCA reaffirms that sexual and reproductive health and rights must be integrated with HIV/AIDS interventions to succeed.

Our network spans over the following countries.
· GYCA Worldwide Networks….
· America Latina 
· Caribbean
· West Africa 
· East Africa
· Central Africa
· Southern Africa
· Middle East and North Africa 
· South Asia
· Asia Pacific
· Eastern Europe and Central Asia
· Western Europe
· North America
· Youth and UNGASS
Supervision is coordinated by the following people:

Rachel Jacobson, 

Sydney Hushie, 


Reshma Pattni, 

Program Director 

Program Coordinator


Program Officer
The Africa network is coordinated by the Regional Focal Points who nominates National Focal Points to coordinate each country under their jurisdiction. Find details for West Africa and Nigeria below:


Regional Focal Points 


National Focal Points
West Africa




Nigeria
Veronica Ugwu, Nigeria.


Adebunmi Adeola Akinbo, Nigeria







Network of Adolescent and Youths of Africa







(NAYA) Nigeria.

GYCA also operates a group and we have the following Nigerian Youths in the task force  follows:
  Kingsley Essomeonu, 
Society for Adolescents & Youths Intl (SAYHI Nigeria), African Young Positives Network (AYP)

  Azubike Nwokoye, 
Youth Network on HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (NYNeTHA)
  Rotimi Olawale, 
Intellectual Group
  Kolawole Oreoluwa, 
Youth Action for Development
We have thirteen (13) State Coordinators and we intend to cover as many states as possible. By May ending in 2009, we will officially lunch our activities on a nationwide-scale. We will send the action plan and the toolkit developed by our string of experts for petition drive, conferences, training and workshops. We look forward to having you as an affiliate body to help promote and sustain the growth and development of youth in the nation. We believe that Adolescent and Sexual Health and Right Issues can improve with Youth empowerment and capacity building techniques. With youths and HIV/AIDS in focus, we can sustain the control and put a stop to stigma in our society.
Dream is good, action is better, response is best.
Akinbo, Adebunmi Adeola

National Focal Point for Nigeria
Mobile: +2348064464545

akinboadebunmiadeola@yahoo.com
