Pre-Parliament Event, Nepal
"Religions for Peace & Social Transformation"
The Pre-Parliament Event, Nepal (May 4-5, 2009), is a preliminary initiation of the 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions to be held in Melbourne, Australia in December 3 - 9, 2009. The theme of the event is 'Religions for Peace and Social Transformation'. It is the aim of this program that religious leaders from different faiths will come together and discuss current issues and how they, as religious leaders, can work towards positive change within the society. 
This event is an endeavor that will embody the objectives of the Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions and will bring religious leaders from the major religions – Baha’i, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism among others - to build the culture of oneness and belonging. This is how the true peace will prevail in and around us. 
Led by Dr. Chintamani Yogi, founding chairperson of Shanti Sewa Ashram, a steering committee of 17 people from different faiths and organizations is formed to make the event successful.  The inaugural ceremony of the event will be held at the Sikh Temple, Guru Dwara, Kupandole on May 4, 2009 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Similarly, the closing ceremony will be observed at the Shanti Sewa Ashram on May 5, 2009 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.
On the occasion, Ms. Audrey Kitagawa, Vice Chair of the Council for Parliament of the World's Religions and Ms. Zabrina Santiago, Deputy Executive Director of the Council for Parliament of the World's Religions will also join the program as special guests.  
We are really proud of having this opportunity to host such an important event in Nepal - the country with diverse religions and cultures - which has enjoyed the highest level of religious tolerance since times immemorial. Truly it is a great honor for Nepal and her people regardless of sex, castes, religions and communities to be part of this unifying event that will again allow us to express our firm commitment for world peace through retaining our long cherished religious tolerance and respects towards each other. 
Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions
First held in Chicago in 1893, the Parliament of the World’s Religions brings together the world’s religious and spiritual communities, their leaders and their followers to a gathering where peace, diversity and sustainability are discussed and explored in the context of interreligious understanding and cooperation. The event was celebrated by another conference on its centenary in 1993. This led to a new series of conferences under the official title "Parliament of the World's Religions". 
The vision of it is of a just, peaceful and sustainable world in which:

· Religious and spiritual communities live in harmony and contribute to a better world from their riches of wisdom and compassion.
· Religious and cultural fears and hatreds are replaced with understanding and respect. 

· The richness of human and religious diversity is woven into the fabric of communal, civil, societal and global life. 

· The Earth and all life are cherished, protected, healed and restored. 

· All people commit to living out their highest values and aspirations. 
Parliament of the World’s Religions in Melbourne, Australia 

(December 3 - 9, 2009)
The theme, Make a World of Difference: Hearing each other, Healing the earth reflects the urgent need for religious and spiritual communities and all people of goodwill to act on their concerns for the environment, peace, and overcoming poverty, and to take responsibility for cultivating awareness of our global interconnectedness. Thousands of people from around the world will convene in the world’s largest interreligious gathering to renew their work for the future of the planet. 
In today’s world, understanding between people of different traditions is not optional. It is essential. The 2009 Parliament will give people of faith, spirit and goodwill new reason to say that peace is still possible.
‘There will be no world peace until there is peace among the religions.’
       - Hans Küng
* * *
