Bwari Needs Assessment Exercise on Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT)
Date: Friday 8th May, 2009      
Time: 2pm

Bwari Area Council is one of the six Area Councils under the Federal Capital Territory Administration that comprise Kwali, Gwagwalada, Abaji, Kuje, AMAC and Bwari itself. Shere, Igu, Kawu, Galuwyi, Tokulo, Kaima, Kubwa, Dei-dei, Dutse Alhaji, Mpape and Kuchiko are some of the known villages and towns in Bwari. The presence of Federal Government is felt by the establishment of Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), the Nigerian Law School, Federal Government Girls College and the Lower Usman Dam. They are in the headquarters of the local Government that goes by its name: Bwari The ten political wards in the council are; Igu Ward,  Ushafa Ward, Bwari Central Ward, Byazin Ward, Shere Ward, Kawu Ward, Usman Ward, Dutse Ward, Kuduru Ward and Kubwa Ward.
Before arrival in Bwari Central ward, I have already contacted my contact, Matthew Ochigbo, a member of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) and the Zonal Coordinator of Nigerian Christian Corpers Fellowship (NCCF). On our way to his base (i.e The Corpers lodge), we noticed an NGO called Vinetage Teens   Centre (VTC). Matthew later accompanied us to the centre.
Vinetage Teens Centre is an NGO that works with vulnerable people; Orphans between 15 and 19 years and widows. It is a skill acquisition centre which offer the following services; sewing, cookery, bead making and computer training. VTC is also involved in outreaches and HIV/AIDS sensitization programme and VCT. The centre has a Peer Education Trainer who is a Corp member and a Volunteer who conducts VCT for the organization during outreaches. The last outreach was conducted 5 months ago during Two (2) people were confirmed positive. The date for upcoming outreach of the organization is yet to be determined.

After stating our mission which is to know the VCT service on ground and its effectiveness and if there is need to bring such intervention to the community, Mrs. Hannatu Kato, the coordinator of the centre advocate  for GYCA to conduct the VCT because this activity is not regular in the vicinity. Suggestions were however made by her on the need to pay an advocacy visit to the Chief in any of the ward chosen by GYCA and present him with a gift. Also there is need to attract the people’s attention by giving out basic materials such as tooth brush, slippers, even clothing (provided we can get people to make donations of fairly used clothes)  and drugs such as pain relievers, vitamins and blood tonics. Speaking from experience, Interventions are usually successful and people turn out for testing once they know that there will be support materials for distribution.

The meeting was concluded with the coordinator and Matthew offering their support. The Community Development Activity Day for NYSC members is Thursday. There is need to contact the Medical CDS group to partner with GYCA for the success of the planned intervention. 

Report submitted by 

Bridget Odera ( FCT Corodinator)
Akomolafe Toyin     
