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Youth Observers to the UNAIDS Program Coordinating Board Meeting
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
GENEVA, 21-25th June 2009
Deadline for Applications – May 28th, 2009
· Are you actively engaged in the response to HIV and AIDS?

· Are you engaged in the youth movement and believe that UNAIDS is an essential part of the action and solution to HIV and AIDS? 

· Do you enjoy actively listening, learning and relating policy information to your constituents? 
· Do you enjoy sharing information with others in the youth movement?

If so, you should consider applying to come to the UNAIDS board meeting as the Youth Observer and report writer in June 2009. This rewarding position requires a committed, well–organised and focused young person
 who can work under pressure, both independently and as part of a team. Read on for more information about this incredible opportunity. Also visit www.unaidspcbngo.org to learn more about the Board of UNAIDS and the civil society delegation.
This role is important to improve communication with key communities such as people living with HIV, women, young people, people who use drugs, sex workers and men who have sex with men (MSM).  You will also have the opportunity to meet with regional delegates and support the work of the NGO delegation. We would especially like to encourage candidates living with HIV and which are from the Global South. 

What is your role?
You will attend the board meeting as an Observer. You will attend the pre meeting with other civil society representatives and daily briefings with the official civil society Delegates on the board. Your role will be to document the process and decision points from the meeting in a way that explains what they mean for your constituency. At the same time, you have the opportunity to learn from the processes of the board of UNAIDS. You will then be required to share information about the UNAIDS board and how it works – either through a presentation at a local or regional conference and by disseminating your report on the meeting to your constituent group. 
The Observer will be expected to work in close collaboration with other Observers at the meeting, including but not limited to the WAC supported Observers for women and people who use drugs and women. 

For example, the WAC youth Observer will document and report on the needs and voices of young people, including suggestions on the way forward in the work of the UNAIDS board. The Observer will share information on the agenda items with his or her constituents before the meeting and key issues to be raised by civil society during the meeting. The Observer will bring any feedback with him or her to share at the PCB, and will take home the outcome and interpretation of the latest board issues.
The World AIDS Campaign will cover the costs for your travel, accommodation and stay. 
· WAC Youth Observer Profile:
· Between 15 and 29 years-old
· Well-organised

· Strong writing skills 

· Able to work under pressure 

· A team player with demonstrated coordination skills

· Responsible 

· Respectful of timelines

· Involved in the HIV and AIDS movement

· Must have a proven network via which to share information
· Ability to analyse and summarise diverse perspectives and messages

· Previous PCB or other HIV-related international conference experience is an asset 
· Able to work long hours

· Has some advocacy and lobbying skills
· Ability to speak and write in English. Other languages are a plus. 
· Responsibilities:

· Able and willing to dedicate time in the three weeks leading up to the conference in preparation for the role as Observer
· Read all relevant PCB documents prior to the meeting

· Reach out to and relay articulately the concerns of your networks before the meeting
· Actively engage in all meetings during the PCB week; this will normally entail long days
· Ensure that a report of the meeting from given perspective (not more than ten pages) is prepared within two weeks of the end of the PCB
· Ensure that feedback to your networks is carried out within one month of the meeting
· How to Apply:
Please provide the following information:

Personal Information

First name(s)       Last name(s)      
Affiliated Organisation (if applicable)      
Nationality

     
Country of Residence      
Date of birth
     


E-mail      
 Please check the following boxes below as it pertains to you.

a) Do you have regular reliable access to emails? (Please select the option that best describes your Internet access):

All the time/once a day FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Occasionally FORMCHECKBOX 

 Rarely FORMCHECKBOX 

Never FORMCHECKBOX 

Please respond to each of the following questions in 200 words or less. 

1. Why would you like to be an Observer to the PCB and how would you share the things you learned afterwards? 
2. What makes you a good candidate for this position? 

3. Please briefly describe any previous writing and reporting experience that you may have. 

Please send your answers along with your CV and a writing sample to Liping Mian at mianl@worldaidscampaign.org by 28th May, 2009.  If selected, you will be expected to dedicate time to prepare prior to the conference. This is estimated to be approximately 5 to 10 hours per week for the three weeks before.  The flight and accommodation/meal fees will be provided in Geneva. 
Please note that the deadline for submissions is the 28th of May, 2009.  A confirmation of application will be sent upon receipt of application and the chosen candidate will be notified by the 2nd of June, 2009.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST!

� A person between the ages of 15 and 29.






