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Afghan Computer Science Association
Preface…………………………………………………………….
The world has entered the era of new technologies in the course of last three decades and touched the very highs of new horizons of knowledge and glory, unfortunately Afghanistan was pushed to the very darks of war. At the time where other nations of the world were enjoying the new knowledge and started to prove them selves to be the leaders; Afghanistan was fighting with misery, drought and malnutrition.

If we look back in to the last two and half decades, all the basic infrastructures of the country have been destroyed. There are no basic life facilities; youth remained deprived from education and blessings of the new technologies. Now, the country has the chance to come back and join the family of nations, so is the time for the International community and the Nation itself to work hard and prove that they deserve to enjoy and adopt the new technologies and touch the very skies of glory.

ACSA recognizes that knowledge, information and communication are at the core of human progress, endeavor and well being, and therefore have a vital role in reconstruction and development of our devastated country. The dramatic increase in the volume, speed and ubiquity of information flows that has been made possible through new information and communication technologies and has already brought about profound changes in peoples’ lives and is creating enormous new opportunities around the world. Afghans have to grasp this opportunity and leapfrog to the new age of information. 

Afghanistan and our people have suffered from long years of isolation and the “Digital Divide” (Afghanistan has missed all the technological developments of the telecommunications/ICT sector over the last 20 years). Today, this is a major and obvious obstacle to the process of reconstruction and the restoration of public and private sector institutions and services.

Referring to the millennium goal of United Nations, Afghanistan is a country which is in need of special consideration in order to cope with the digital divide brought by the two decade of war and misery. In order to overcome the problems and issues faced by the people of Afghanistan and the administration of the country, Afghanistan is looking forward to a positive and healthy cooperation and contribution of the international community, UN and other organizations and entities, which have achieved a major millstones in the field of ICT and have been benefiting from the blessings of ICT.

Introduction……………………………………………………….
Afghan Computer Science Association (ACSA) a non-profit and non-political computer world trust founded in 1999 has the aim to introduce and motivate afghan nation to explore the very new field of Computer Science and ICT (Information and Communication Technologies). The association has tried and will be trying to facilitate afghan community with this new knowledge as they are fighting for their survival in the modern world, so the association believes that with the education of computer science and information technology they can help their nation to touch the very highs of the success.
ACSA is the recognized association for ICT professional. ACSA is the public voice of the ICT profession and the guardian of professional ethics and standards in the ICT industry, with a commitment to the wider community to ensure the beneficial use of ICT.
The philosophy…………………………………………………...
The main aim of the struggle started by ACSA is to train Afghans to be experts in ICT who can think on a global scale, who are well acquainted with the environment they live in and who are capable of forming mature individual relationships.
In this context the basic approach is to aim for the scientific, multidimensional and full development of the individual and to render him/her functionally in the society, and thus to prepare him/her for a world, which is undergoing a rapid and dramatic change and transforming itself from the fictional society to the industrial, informative and computerized society; therefore it is our aim to prepare the Afghan nation for these challenges of the 21st century.

Undoubtedly this means educating the new generation to be individuals who can think productively, creatively and scientifically, who are inquisitive and meticulous, who can express themselves, who have self-confidence, and who are ready to take their place in the society as independent and free individual with a participatory mentality and role. As the world is collapsing to a global village and every thing is available on fingertips and this is all because of the modern technology, the aim is to make available Afghan to contribute to this village as an active participant. And this is all achievable only if the Afghan nation owns the knowledge of modern technology.

Our aim is not only to furnish Afghans with information but to make them grasp and assimilate the knowledge they have acquired in order to enable them to use it through analysis and synthesis and to question and evaluate things and events. In other words, the main aim is to teach them how to serve Afghanistan and international community.

Vision………………………………………………………………
“To enable Afghanistan to be an active member of the Information Society”
Mission…………………………………………………………….
   “To advance professional excellence in ICT”

Objectives………………………………………………………….
The objectives of the association can be concluded in the following bullets
· Lobbying for standardization, policy making and regulation of the ICT sector in the country
· To facilitate the professional advancement of personal engaged in ICT and related occupation
· To keep the public posted or aware with the latest revolutions and most recent computer technologies and its usage through the association
· To promote knowledge on application of ICT in various fields
· To provide a platform for exchange of ideas in the field of ICT applications
Need for ACSA? .....................................................................
Globally, Information Technology (IT) is literally putting smiles on faces. Individuals, organizations, nations and people groups are applying Information Technology in processes and everyday life. Some economies have improved dramatically and some other nations are yet to appreciate the valid potentials of the new phenomenon.
It is obvious that a wave is sweeping across the nations of the earth, gradually approaching the emergence of a global Information Society (IS). This IS space will consist of nations on both sides of the digital divide, which is also becoming evident even within locations just miles from each other. This Information Society does not have automatic subscription and will not be subject to the decision of any coalition - each nation will decide its membership by the policies, initiatives and atmosphere it helps to create.

We have to understand the challenges and opportunities of the information and communication technology (ICT) revolution, and their implications for development policy and strategies. We have to examine why developing countries like Afghanistan should look ahead and try to adapt and harness ICT in support of economic and social development.  We have to provide a broad view of the promises and risks of the ICT revolution, and its potential impact on productivity, markets, organizations and education, among others. We have to also provide a concrete systematic approach towards the awareness step of our urban and rural people living in Afghanistan regarding the need of ICT revolution, we have to outline the rationale for designing national strategies for e-development (or e-enhanced development), and the options, objectives and major thrusts for such strategies in support of economic growth, poverty reduction and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

The vision of ACSA is to enable Afghanistan to be an active member of the Information Society. In a country where the infrastructure development is new and the resources are scarce, it is important that every member of the community should participate. The association is voice and efforts of the ICT professionals in the country. It is equal duty of the community based entities to the government to put their thoughts and energy in the reconstruction of the ICT infrastructure and regulatory framework of Afghanistan.
What we do? ……………………………………………………...
We solely work for the ICT promotion in Afghanistan in order to bridge the Digital Gape in and out side the country. How we do this is outlined in the following bullets:
· Organizing workshops and seminars
· Organizing brain storming sessions among the IT professionals 

· Publishing magazine, flairs and hand outs in order to aware the public with new technologies and IT needs of the country
· Make efforts to share information and knowledge on ICT issue of Afghanistan with other international organizations
· Lobbying for the IT market with different government entities

· Lobbying for the standardization, policy making and regulation of ICT sector in Afghanistan
· Working on the localization issues in the country in order to address the local content development issues
· Organizing research sessions on the new technologies in the country
· Facilitating efforts to transfer technology between rural and urban areas of the country 
· Lobbying for the implementation of E-Governance in the government administration, so as to improve public services and to enhance people’s participation in the community and government activities
· Recognizing that tele-medicine and distance-learning are useful tools in overcoming the difficulties of geographic conditions in the Afghanistan, we lobby for the promotion and development of relevant applications in these fields
· We lobby for improvement of the environment for online economic activities, through such measures as establishing laws on electronic signatures and authentication of network users’ identities.
· We brain storm on security in cyberspace issues, including the prevention of cyber crime
· We lobby for the use of distance learning, in order to expand opportunities for training or education for people living in remote locations
· We work for strengthening co-operation between the public and private sectors in developing human resources and improving ICT literacy, as well as international co-operation
Why we do this? ………………………………………………….
Afghanistan is new and is getting introduced to these new trends of technologies, and these technologies have great impact on:

· Markets 

· Organizations

· Competitive strategies

· Innovation

· Financial  and other services

· Employment

· Education

· Regional and spatial development 

· Poverty reduction 

So there is need for organization like ACSA to work for the promotion of ICT and let Afghans know how to use this technology the best way for their own use and in the development of the country. 

Membership Grades

Who can be member?.............................................................
Membership of the association is open to technicians, managers, teachers or other professional Persons engaged in Information Technology provided they fulfill the requirements prescribed by the Association.

Depending on qualification and experience; the membership of the Association is divided into seven Classes, viz. Core Members, Members, Associates, Fellows, Affiliates, Corporate Affiliates and Students, on the criteria Summarized below;

A. Core Members: These are the individuals who were the founders of the Association and those members who remained Member for at least 2 year.
B. Members: An individual is eligible for Membership if he/she holds a Bachelor Degree in IT, has practical experience in IT for a minimum of 4 years. And has remained an Associate for at least one year.
C. Associates: An individual is eligible to become an Associate if he/she holds diploma or Certificates in IT, which is acceptable to the association or has qualified the examination of the association or has been associated with a profession in the field of IT for minimum period of 2 years.
D. Fellows: To be appointed by the Council in view of an individual having contributed consistently distinguished services over a long period of time to the uplift of the IT profession at home or abroad, or to an individual outside the IT profession on whom the association wishes to confer an award to honor his services to the nation on the economic social/scientific/technological fronts.
E. Affiliates: An individual with age not less than 25 years with practical experience of 1 year in his profession and who is involved with Information Technology shall be eligible to become an Affiliate Member. The Affiliate Member will not be entitled to vote or contest elections.
F. Corporate Affiliates: Corporate bodies and organization shall be eligible to become Corporate Affiliates if they are currently utilizing marketing marinating Hardware or Software or are desirous to utilize/market or maintain IT facilities.
G. Student: A "Student Member" means registered students of Institutions of Higher Learning pursuing a Diploma, Degree or Postgraduate qualification related to ICT and computing. Student members shall be accorded all privileges of membership but are not entitled to membership. 
Member Benefits and Subscription
With ACSA value-added benefits your membership can be even more rewarding. 

The Afghan Computer Science Association (ACSA) is the recognized association for information technology (IT) professionals, attracting a large and active membership from all levels of the IT industry. ACSA is the public voice of the IT profession and the guardian of professional ethics and standards in the IT industry, with a commitment to the wider community to ensure the beneficial use of IT.

The Association's wide range of services assists members to keep their industry knowledge up to date, gain practical new skills, explore new ideas and concepts, participate in peer group activities and extend their network of professional contacts. These take the forms of magazine, newsletter, email, branch forums, special interest group meeting, professional development opportunities and others. 

Membership Benefits……………………………………………
The value-added benefits listed below are available to all ACSA members. 
1. Professional Development 

The ACSA engages in a wide range of professional development activities. ACSA members receive substantial discounts on a range of professional development courses and conferences, together with some industry-based qualification exams, and enjoy significantly reduced rates on major Industry's leading magazines.

2. Email Service 

For ACSA communication purposes all members will be issued with a special address which will be used by the ACSA to communicate to members. This service is FREE to members. 

3. Employability and Mentoring 

ACSA has guidance and counseling programs to assist both members and non-members in developing career plans to ensure their long-term employability. No matter how you look at it, if you are recognized as a professional it will be of value. 

It is ideal for independent consultants and contractors, those facing unemployment and working professionals who need independent expert advice about their career directions.  The service will use technical testing and guidance tools is targeted to help professionals identify and explore their strengths as well as highlighting areas for improvement and strategies for reaching long term career goals.

4. Forums/Chatting
Member of the association will be entitled to use the Discussion forums maintained by the association and interact with professionals from all over the world. 

5. Discounts
Get special discounts/offers from our Corporate Members.

6. Membership Card
Membership card which guarantees free admittance to all sort of ACSA events.

7. Networking Opportunities 

People to People, Business to Business, Member to Member, Sometimes being able to keep in touch with those you already know in this highly fluid industry is a challenge. Meeting new people can be even more challenging, yet if you don’t keep in contact with other IT professionals you will undoubtedly miss out on opportunities, not only for social interchange, but also potential business or career opportunities. As a professional, there are times when you need to mix with other professionals who have a similar approach to the delivery of quality.

8. International Opportunities

Yes we are global. It’s official. ACSA has affiliations and contra membership arrangements with the societies, associations and organization country and world wide. There are a wide range of opportunities for the members of the association to meet individuals and entities in the Information Technology arena, which will give them chance to gain information, experience and motivation in the filed of IT. 

9. Groups Designed to Meet Your IT Interests

Special Interest Groups exist within the Association for a number of areas. The Association also has relationships with a number of associated organizations such as the Internet Society of Afghanistan, Youth Employment Summit and such others. If you have particular interests then membership of the Afghan Computer Science Association can put you together with others who share your interests.

10. Publishing Opportunities

The Association currently has two main avenues that enable its members to have their opinions and research published. The first avenue is the Association Bimonthly magazine “The Computer Science”. The second avenue is our web site; authors can have their say through our web site.

11. Afghanistan Wide Events 

As the Association has 4 branches nation-wide it is able to bring a wide range of events to its members. Branches exist in Islamabad, Jalalabad, Peshawar and Kandahar. Events include technical sessions, management breakfasts, management luncheons, technical forums, business briefings, student oriented items, career development, site visits, programming competitions, debates, new technology directions, educational activities and a countless of other sessions of interest to our members. 

Membership Subscription………………………………………
The subscriptions payable by the members, on a per annum basis, are as follows:

	Core Members
	US$ 100.00   (US Dolores: One Hundred Only)

	Members
	US$ 80.00     (US Dolores: Eighty Only) 

	Associate Members   
	US$ 50.00     (US Dolores: Fifty Only)

	Fellow
	US$ 50.00     (US Dolores: Fifty Only)

	Affiliates
	US$ 30.00     (US Dolores: Fifty Only)

	Corporate Members
	US$ 200.00   (US Dolores: Two Hundred Only)

	Student Members
	US$ 20.00     (US Dolores: Twenty Only)

	Honorary Members do not pay any subscriptions


