*****************FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***************

URI Global Youth Statement Regarding
Unjust Treatment of Baha’is in Iran 
We, members of the United Religions Initiative Global Youth Cooperation Circle, a group of 250 young people from 53 countries and 25 different religious and Indigenous traditions, wish to express our concern regarding the unjust treatment of Baha’is and other minority faith groups in Iran.

Over the past year, we have learned of the unjust treatment and persecution of Baha’is in Iran, including the denial of education to Baha’i students, interrogation of Baha’i citizens by the police and the desecration of several Baha’i graveyards.
We are also especially concerned by the recently proposed legislation of the Iranian Parliament which would mandate the death penalty for anyone who converts from Islam to another religion. In the words of the Baha’i representative to the United Nations, “This proposed law goes against all human rights norms and standards, including international treaties that Iran itself has agreed to."
We wish to affirm and refer to Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1948 and applies to all of its Member Countries, including Iran.  Article 18 states:
“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.”

It is unacceptable that in the 21st Century, the Baha’i people, one of the largest religious minorities in Iran (numbering close to 300,000 Iranian citizens), are being treated thus and not assured of their universal human right -  the freedom to practice their religion in peace in their homes, communities and mother country. The Baha’is are a peaceful people who believe in the oneness of humankind and who practice fellowship with the followers of all religions. The Baha’is have deep respect for the Muslim faith and have coexisted peacefully with followers of other religions for more than a century. Indeed, the Baha’is dedicate themselves in service of the social principles of equality of all men and women and the elimination of prejudice in the world.
As a group of young people dedicated to promoting interfaith cooperation and understanding throughout the world, we “respect the sacred wisdom of each religion, spiritual expression and indigenous tradition.” (URI Charter) We also recognize that a core principle of many faith traditions, including Islam, is a commitment to tolerance and respect for one’s fellow man.

We recognize that Iran is not the only nation where its citizens are being persecuted on the basis of their religious belief. However, we hope that the leaders of Iran will set a precedent for the world by taking steps to investigate these incidents and to pursue the necessary course of action to make it safe for all citizens of its great country to practice their religion freely. We implore these leaders to consider the consequences of passing the proposed legislation – consequences that would be devastating to the relations between its own citizens and that might also lead to the breakdown of diplomatic and commercial relations with other countries. 

We recognize and honor Iran as a great nation, the cradle of one of the first civilizations of the ancient world, the home to 15 of UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites and the source of many cultural and artistic productions. It is also one of the first countries that established a charter for the respect of human rights, 2500 years ago. We only hope that the leaders of this nation will honor this rich heritage by looking after and ensuring the human rights of all of its citizens. 
We are members of an interfaith movement that seeks to make this world a safer place for people of all faiths to live in peace. The purpose of the United Religions Initiative is “to promote enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, to end religiously motivated violence and to create cultures of peace, justice and healing for the Earth and all living beings.”  
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bahai.org/persecution/iran" ��http://www.bahai.org/persecution/iran�; 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=965" ��http://www.iranfocus.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=965�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.religioustolerance.org/reciproc.htm" ��http://www.religioustolerance.org/reciproc.htm�








 To the Baha'i communities around the world,





 We, the youth of the United Religions Initiative, a multi-faith organisation working to create cultures of peace, justice and healing for the Earth and all living beings, would like to express our sympathy and our solidarity with the Baha'i communities in Iran who experience daily prejudice, discrimination and hardship. We are aware of the pain and sorrow this is causing and have created a statement expressing our concern over the issue. We also extend our solidarity to the Baha'is around the world who have been forced to leave their homes in Iran for fear of persecution and the families that have been separated by this.





We hope, pray and meditate, each in our own way, for peace, understanding and harmony between faiths in Iran and around the world so that a global culture of peace and healing can be achieved.


 May Peace Prevail on Earth,





The United Religions Initiative Global Youth  Co-operation Circle





