Symposium on Local Innovation for Climate Change Adaptation

July 9-10, 2009

Kathmandu, Nepal

FIRST CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

A national symposium on Local Innovation for Climate Change Adaptation will be held on 9-10 July, 2009 in Kathmandu, Nepal. It is organized by LI-BIRD (lead organization for PROLINNOVA Nepal Programme). The other co-organizers are Practical Action Nepal, DADO Mustang, Ecological Services Centre and TUKI Sunkoshi. The programme is being assisted by LI-BIRD's programme woking in Climate Change issues the EMIS (Environmental Movement in South) 
The Symposium will bring together researchers and practitioners to share their experience and learnings in local innovation to adapt Climate Change Impact.  
Background:

Climate Change impacts will become inevitable in the coming years, and least developed countries will suffer the most from these changes. Current and future scenarios of climate change in Nepal indicate that many areas will face risks of higher aridity, more variable water supply, melting of glaciers, erratic rainfall and periods of water scarcity and drought. The poor, marginalized and disadvantaged people in rural areas of Nepal, who solely depend on climate-sensitive natural resources such as agriculture, forestry and fisheries for high proportion of their livelihood, economic activities and income are more vulnerable to Climate Change impacts. In general, water resources, agriculture, forestry, biodiversity, health and other cross cutting development sectors are the most vulnerable from the impacts of climate change.

It has been realized that few people have actually tried (and managed) to implement interventions focused on local-level efforts to adapt to climate change. There are few accounts of experiences in the field. There is much rhetoric, but not much evidence of action. Even fewer people mention farmers’ own creativity as a starting point for intervention. In agricultural development there is growing evidence of how local adaptation capacities can be supported by building on the knowledge, interest and innovativeness of local actors. Known as Participatory Innovation Development (PID), this approach shows how local people together with external actors, such as researchers and NGOs can be effective in accelerating innovation, if these external actors take up a facilitative role.
A fully conceived, integrated and functioning regime to adapt with climate change has yet to emerge. Government is taking lead to list out urgent and immediate adaptation priorities through National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA). However, the development and environment communities must ensure that adaptation should not be treated as a standalone issue, but integrated with national and local poverty reduction strategies and enable them to meet Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Lots of initiatives have already started to address the climate change impact at international / national policy level.  It is believed that "grassroots" initiatives should be the point of entry for the identification and assessment of adaptation strategies, as they are cheaper, more sustainable and more effective in achieving the core goal of assisting poor communities to adapt to the impacts of climate change. Also, the poor, marginalized and disadvantaged people of rural Nepal are developing their own mechanism to adapt with changing climatic events but their innovation has not been well documented and disseminated.

PROmoting Local INNOVAtion (PROLINNOVA) is a global learning network aimed at promoting local innovation in ecologically-oriented agriculture and NRM. Its focus is on recognizing the dynamics of local knowledge and enhancing capacities of farmers (including forest dwellers, pastoralists and fisher folk) to adjust, change and develop their own site-appropriate systems and institutions of resource management so as to gain food security, sustain their livelihoods and safeguard the environment.  PROLINNOVA functions as a network since 2003. It has grown to include more than 130 NGOs, governmental research and extension, policymakers, educational institutions and farmer organizations from 17 countries. Each Country Programme, coordinated usually by an NGO (LI-BIRD in case of Nepal), has developed its own set of activities within the common goal of mainstreaming PID. Over the past years, the network has studied numerous cases of local innovation processes, encouraged research and development agencies to interact and support these using a PID approach and documented these experiences for use in policy dialogue and mainstreaming activities.

Strengthening Climate Network (EMIS- Environmental Movement in South Funded by Development Fund, Norway) is another LIBIRD project which is looking after climate change issues in Nepal by building the institutional capacity of civil society organizations by raising awareness, policy advocacy, research and development activities.  Also this  project aims at documenting community -based adaptation to climate change. 
PROLINNOVA Nepal Programme and EMIS have realized that there is a potential linkage between climate-change adaptation and participatory innovation development (PID). In this context PROLINNOVA Nepal Programme and EMIS project are jointly organizing the symposium “Local Innovation on Climate Change Adaptation” on July 9-10, 2009. 
Objective:

The overall objective of the symposium is to learn and share experience from different individuals/ organizations working in climate change field to find out any local innovations to adapt to Climate Change impact. Such innovations can be further taken into PID (Participatory Innovation Development) for wider replication through joint experimentation where fund would be made available from Local Innovation Support Fund (LISF). 
Papers (research-based or discussion) are requested from interested individuals/ institutions are requested for the symposium.
Contributions
Abstracts for Symposium papers: 

Researchers and practitioners are invited to submit abstracts for symposium paper on  Local Innovation for Climate Change Adaptation. The paper could be research-based or discussion paper. 

Submission and selection

The abstracts for papers should be submitted electronically in English. They should be no longer than 600 words and include the following:

· Title of paper

· Names, Institutional affiliations and addresses of the author(s), with the name and email address of the presenter underlined.

· Keywords, including country or region

A selection committee at LI-BIRD alongwith partners of PROLINNOVA Nepal Programme will evaluate the contributions on the basis of their originality, relevance and applicability to improving poor people's livelihoods in climate-change affected areas.

Detailed instructions for authors will be communicated to successful applicants. The Selection Committee may propose revisions to the full papers, to be completed before the Symposium in order to make the papers more clearly focused on the Innovations in Climate Change theme. The deadline for submission will be strictly observed.
Costs: 

The travel cost, lodging & fooding will be borne by LI-BIRD. 

Deadlines:

Submission of Abstract: June 16, 2009

Notification of decision: June 21. 2009

Deadline for submission of Full Paper: July 1, 2009

(Guidelines for full paper attached)

Date of Symposium: 9 to 10 July, 2009

Venue: Kathmandu, NEPAL (will be decided later about the exact venue)
Remuneration to paper presenter: Each paper presenter will be awarded Rs. 5,000.00 (Rupees Five Thousand Only, inclusive of tax) as an incentive 
Please send you abstracts for papers as Microsoft Word attachments by June 16 to all or any of the following :
1. Suman S. Manandhar, email: smanandhar@libird.org
2. Anuja Shrestha, email : anuja@libird.org
3. Apar Paudel, email: apaudyal@libird.org
4. Sandhya Karki, email: sandhya@libird.org
(those without internet access can use the fax number 061-539956 or post to P.O.Box 423, Pokhara, Kaski, Nepal)

