Many of the youth attending this year’s CSD were pleased that government delegates took measures to remove youth from the category of “vulnerable populations”. Women & indigenous peoples, also, have begun to be removed from this grouping. While all people— particularly the marginalized in society—are of course affected by adverse conditions, we also have the capacity to effect them positively. When collaborating with local peoples (whether youth or otherwise) in sustainable development work, please remember that your collaborators are not vulnerable bundles of needs; they are people with limitless potential to make positive change, equipped with capacities latent within. 

In order to bring out and develop the capacities that all people have, we need education. If you look through youth caucus statements since Rio you’ll see that children & youth have consistently called for more educational opportunities. We’re also specific about the kinds of educational programs we’re looking for. For example, 

Youth were also pleased that gender equality was advocated for throughout the text, although there were some concerns from government delegates that perhaps it was repeated too often. As a young person studying International Development and pre-medicine, I feel that the need for women’s emancipation cannot be overstated; only when women and girls are given equal opportunities can international peace and stability be achieved. So far the main advocators of gender equality are women. Until men feel ownership of the movement too, we can’t achieve lasting equality. Indeed, we can all be advocates for women, aboriginal peoples, children and youth whether or not we belong to that particular ‘group’. We all belong to the human race and “their agenda” is “our agenda” in that sense. 

We saw more unity of thought around our common agenda through increased collaboration between the major groups this CSD. For example, youth caucus members took time to consult with members of other major groups to bounce off ideas and hear their suggestions. Children and youth called for government delegates to do the same; in our statement at the Ministerial Roundtable on responding to the food crisis we encouraged government delegates to consult with indigenous caucus members to learn about successful grassroots projects.  

This year, the Children and Youth Major group called for language to be incorporated into the text on the elimination of child labor— a plea raised at CSD 16 as well. Despite numerous attempts, no language on child labor exists in the final text. We agree that child labor is a complex issue, but this does not mean we can avoid dealing with it. There is some general language on labor in the text, which states that the “decent work agenda of the International Labour Organization” should be “tak[en] int account” as an important way to achieve “decent work for all”. However, the youth Caucus talking point is specifically about child labor and its relationship to agriculture. Indeed, agriculture accounts for 70% of child labor worldwide (Dorman, 2008). 
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