Are you a Global Changemaker?


4years ago, the British Council, in collaboration with the World Economic Forum, sent a group of young leaders to Davos, Switzerland, to sit on a World Economic Forum panel, the "Wisdom of Youth" session, alongside HM Queen Rania of Jordan and Gordon Brown, then Chancellor of the Exchequer. Here they presented their challenge, the Global Fund for Education, on 26 January 2007. They received an enthusiastic response from many of the participants at Davos. 

Building on this success, we attended the following year with young leaders from Argentina, China, the US, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Scotland. These six were the youngest panellists ever at the WEF in Davos. Don Tapscott of the Globe and Mail wrote: "I'm feeling positively uplifted, inspired really. The panellists were extraordinary. These six were all natural leaders and as activists for social change, all educated, connected and multi-lingual...As far as I'm concerned, these are the most important people attending Davos."

In addition to the Davos Forum, our young leaders have attended the G20 in London, the Global Humanitarian Forum in Geneva and the WEF meetings in Cape Town and Sharm-el-Sheikh. A particular success was their participation in the BBC Debate in Sharm, hosted by the BBC's Nik Gowing, where they held their own with the likes of Tony Blair and Ehud Barak. As Gowing commented: "It was an historic step.. The value that this sort of work has for the next generation is immeasurable. I think there is something big developing here." 

The British Council is about to start its recruitment for this year's forum. Do you think you could be a Global Changemaker? If you:

Are 16 - 19 years old

Speak good English (at least IELTS 6.0)

Are already an activist in your community

Want to be a catalyst for positive social change

Then you can apply here:

http://www.global-changemakers.net/
Applications are open from 1 - 21 August 2009.

Please join us!

