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With the view that forestry contributes significantly to environmental conservation, it has been incorprorated into crop production systems. When this is done, the practice is termed agroforestry. In trials run in a number of locations throughout the world, it has been noted that agroforestry is a sustainable system, especially among resource poor farmers. 

Agroforestry does not only directly conserve the environment, through shading the ground and reducing water loss through evaporation; or by covering the soil surface reducing the raindrop effect, reducing sheet wash erosion and holding soil particles together. Afroforestry also provides other forest products such as fruits wood fuel, poles, shelter, hedges, organic matter and other products. It is therefore important trees and tree species be included in some farming systems to provide the various products and to conserve the soil. 

In the next article I will define agroforestry and explain some of the agroforestry species
