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Report on the Youth Caucus at the 3rd Prepcom for WSIS
Nick Moraitis, Facilitator of the Youth Caucus

1) Participants

Despite the fact that fellowships were extremely limited, approximately forty young people representing a good diversity of regions, organizations and activities attended the Second Preparatory Meeting of the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society. The meeting was held in Geneva, September 15th-26th 2003. While there was continuity of participants with previous meetings, there were also new faces. Some of the organizations represented included Young Volunteers for Sustainable Development, Paradigm Initiative, TakingITGlobal, the World Association of the Scout Movement, the National Youth Councils of the Netherlands and Finland, the International Institute for Sustainable Development, Russia’s IT Association, the Global Knowledge Partnership, and many others.  

Countries represented included: Australia, Canada, Switzerland, Finland, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Togo, the Philippines, Brazil, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Russia, Romania, Mozambique etc. (Full participant list included as an Annex).
2) Orientation and Preparation
On the Sunday prior to the Prepcom, the Youth Caucus liaison at the Secretariat, Alex Fielding, organized and hosted an orientation session for the entire spectrum of civil society participants, on behalf of the Conference of NGOs and the Civil Society Division. More than 200 delegates attended the session which introduced the WSIS, brought participants up to speed on events so far, key issues and key challenges, and heard from central figures including the Executive Director, the President of the Prepcom, and the incoming Chairman of Subcommittee 2 (Content and Themes). 

Following the general orientation, a smaller youth-specific session was held in the afternoon by Nick Moraitis, Facilitator of the Youth Caucus – attended by about 20 participants.

3) Organization

The Youth Caucus met each day between 4pm and 6pm to share progress and ideas, discuss strategies and network with each other. A lot of time during the first week was taken up with discussions on specific language changes to the Declaration, and a better structure was developed for the second week whereby detailed analysis and work was carried out in open subcommittees meeting at specific times.  

4) Lobbying and Language

Prepcom 3 focused on the documents to be agreed at the Summit in December – the Declaration of Principles, and the Plan of Action. The Youth Caucus contributed a substantial amount of language suggestions around those areas clearly related to Youth and lobbied governments to see these language changes incorporated. A language working group was established with coordination by Adam Jantunen.
The priority has always been ensuring there is a strong recognition in the document that young people are key contributors to the development of an information society as well as the group most impacted by central areas such as education, employment and capacity-building.  At the Prepcom, the paragraph on youth in the declaration was significantly strengthened to end reading:

8. 
We recognize also that young people are the future workforce and leading creators and earliest adopters of ICTs. They must therefore be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs, decision-makers. We must focus especially on young people who have not yet been able to benefit fully from the opportunities provided by ICTs.  We are also committed to creating conditions that provide for the development of ICT applications and services that take into account [the right, the well-being, protection, and harmonious development of children.]

Some observations on this text:
a) The first sentence was written by the Youth Caucus and Australia, Canada and Romania at the second preparatory meeting in February. The second sentence was written by the Youth Caucus in collaboration with Fiji, who presented it at the intersessional meeting in July. However, Prepcom 3 was the first time the specific language made its way fully into the Declaration. Overall, the text was endorsed and pushed forward at the Prepcom by numerous governments, including Canada, Fiji, Australia, Italy (on behalf of the European Union) and others. It was one of the first parts of the Declaration to be ‘agreed’ by governments.
b) The text acknowledges the central, leading place of young people in the information society. It recognizes the varied roles youth can play, not just as passive “learners” but active developers, contributors and entrepreneurs. It goes beyond the concept that youth need to be involved in decision-making, to note that in reality young people are already acting as decision-makers in many aspects of this new society. It uses strong language such as “must” (rather than “can”, for example) to call on governments to empower youth further in their multiple roles.
c) The paragraph incorporates language that recognizes young people have diverse experiences of the Information Society, and that while many are “leading creators and earliest adopters” others have not yet been able to access or “fully benefit” from ICTs. 
d)  For the first time, language on children’s issues has been incorporated in a substantial way into the WSIS Declaration, which is a very positive step forward. The final text emanating from the Prepcom also incorporated a reference to child “rights” which is important.
The Youth Caucus also made inputs on a large range of other paragraphs, many of which were ultimately improved or changed, sometimes reflecting our suggestions. It is hard to determine the extent to which our input influenced the outcome, as there was more limited communication with governments and the drafting committee on such points.
8. Planning for events at the Summit

Another priority of the Youth Caucus was to plan ahead for the Summit, with December just around the corner. The Youth Caucus activities at the Summit revolve mostly around celebration, learning and awareness-raising on youth involvement in the Information Society. 

a) A working group of the Caucus coordinated by Alex Fielding met approximately every second day to discuss the schedule of youth activities at the Summit, identify gaps and try and lay-out an agenda.

b) A meeting was held with Rinalia Abdul Rahim and Kwan Liow of the Global Knowledge Partnership to finalise plans for the Youth Award presentation and panel discussion. [A number of members of the Caucus who are members of the judging panel for the Awards also took time out to score applications]. 
c) A meeting was held with Diana Bronson of the International Center for Rights and Democracy to discuss the Youth/Human Rights Workshop on Youth Day.
d) A number of meetings were held with various groups planning to manage youth media activities at the Summit, including Webtrotteurs and AMARC. A conference call was also held with UNICEF in New York, although their interest is more limited.
e) A meeting was held with Izumi Aizu from GLOCOM to discuss collaboration around a panel exploring the social impacts of mobile technologies, with a special focus on young people as pace-setters.

f) Numerous other meetings were held including with the coordinator for heads of state at the Executive Secretariat, the ITU’s chief of media, the Swiss governments PR coordinator for WSIS, representatives of the government of Jordan, and a group of partners exploring the development of the Virtual WSIS (otherwise known as “WSIS-online”) platform.

9. Communications activities

The primary communication activity of the Youth Caucus remained the newsletter, produced and distributed most days of the Preparatory Meeting. Features of the newsletter included:

· Updates about the activities being coordinated around the world as part of national youth information society campaigns – especially in the Philippines, Ghana, Nigeria, Japan, and India.

· A story about Canada’s involvement with and support for the Youth Caucus

· An article about the connection between sustainable development and the information society, introducing the scoping study conducted by IISD on the subject.

· Stories about suggested and accepted youth text changes.

· Profiles of and short interviews with young participants in the Caucus and their projects, activities and hopes for the future.

· A run-down of activities planned for the Summit in December.

10. National activities promotion

A working group to help promote local activities, coordinated by Nick Moraitis met twice at the Prepcom, with the goal to promote existing campaigns and to encourage new campaigns in countries where activities were not already taking place.

a) Two resource documents were created for distribution:
· A summary of all the national campaigns planned to date

· A document highlighting how governments could get involved with and support national campaigns.

b) A press release was drafted highlighting the national campaigns and it will be distributed through the official ITU media channels on the 10th of October. Contact was established with numerous young people and governments about the creation of national campaigns in additional countries. These included:

· Taiwan

· Austria

· Finland

· Japan

· Jordan

· Togo

· Mozambique

· Haiti

· Dominican Republic

· Germany

· Others

c) As mentioned previously, short stories on activities already completed in a number of countries were also featured in the daily “Youth @ WSIS” newsletter.

d) A meeting was held for nearly two hours with Mary Carman, Assistant Associate Deputy Minister of Industry for the Government of Canada. Canada provided a financial contribution which has supported the majority of the national-level activities to date, and this was an opportunity for youth caucus members coordinating campaigns to share their activities, progress and ideas around the Information Society.
11. Liaising with other groups and government delegations
The Youth Caucus worked as a team to liaise with numerous other groups in the process including:

a) Government delegations: Three young people participated on government delegations - Jennifer Corriero participated within the Canadian delegation, Eeva- Maria Vuorenmaa participated within the Finnish delegation, and Robert Sagun joined the delegation of the Philippines. While these youth delegates made a critical contribution acting as a liaison between the Caucus and their governments and advocating for youth interests, it is a pity that more governments did not include young people on their delegations. That said, many governments did actively engage with members of the Youth Caucus from their countries and beyond – including the Italians, Dutch, Russians, Austrians, Brazilians, Nigerians, and Australians. In the future more youth delegates might be expected.
b) Civil Society: The Youth Caucus maintained active linkages with the rest of Civil Society. Nick Moraitis represented the Youth Caucus within the Civil Society Bureau meetings (with alternates attending some of the meetings), although generally the Bureau frustratingly tended to stray from their established agenda. Adam Jantunen acted as a liaison with the Content and Themes Working Group, and was asked to help coordinate the allocation of speaking slots for part of the Prepcom. Following the publication of the draft Declaration at the mid-point of the Prepcom, many of the civil society groups felt their text inputs had been ‘ignored’ and a strong statement was made at a joint meeting of the Civil Society and Governmental Bureaus, and a subsequent Civil Society Press Conference. The Youth Caucus chose to remain neutral on the issue, did not speak in the Bureau and did not participate in the press conference.
c) Caucuses and working groups: The Youth Caucus had representatives regularly attending many of the other Caucuses and working groups, including the Gender Caucus, the regional caucuses, and the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI).  

12. Building the YCDO Partnership Initiative

A key goal of the Youth Caucus has been to provide space in which to develop new partnerships to support youth in creating digital opportunities past the Geneva Summit. Having expanded to approximately 20 Coalition members since the official launch at Prepcom 2, further steps were taken to develop and promote the YCDO at Prepcom 3.
A draft version of the YCDO Action Plan 2004-5 was written by Terri Willard, and this was presented at a meeting for potential partners and donors held on the afternoon of Thursday 17th. A lower than expected turn-out for this meeting (esp. of donor agencies) reflected poor timing, the intensity of the negotiations on the language and the fact that few of the development agencies had actually sent representatives to the Prepcom. Subsequent meetings were held one-on-one with a number of agencies and governments and much more work will of course be done to present the Action Plan to partners and donors over the coming months in the leadup to the Summit.  In addition, a report on “Financing Youth and ICTs for Development: A case for a fund”, drafted by Curtain Consulting was reviewed and is planned for publication in the coming weeks.

13. Recommendations
Overall, the Prepcom was another constructive step towards the WSIS for the Youth Caucus. Some recommendations for the future include:

1) Develop a sourcebook: Due to time constraints, a Sourcebook was not created for the 3rd Preparatory Meeting. In the past, Sourcebooks have provided a compilation of information for Youth Caucus participants with details on the meeting, the WSIS process so far, the structure and operation of the Youth Caucus, key objectives for the meeting, a listing of known participants and their biographies, and some logistical tips. A sourcebook would have been helpful in briefing participants, especially those who were new to WSIS at the 3rd Prepcom, or who even joined us part of the way through the meeting.
2) Clearer communication about the structure of the Caucus: It would be helpful to explain more clearly at the start of the meeting some of the history of the Youth Caucus, as well as the roles played by various groups, including TakingITGlobal.
3) Registration under broader range of organizations: Where possible, it would be good for participants to register under their own organizations rather than under the banner/umbrella of TakingITGlobal. This will allow us to truly reflect the diversity of participants and avoid any misunderstanding. It is however noted that generally registration is facilitated by TIG when other registration is impossible, due to accreditation deadlines having past.
4) Decentralization to working groups: The Caucus worked much more efficiently once it was made clear that the daily Caucus meetings were largely designed as information sharing sessions, while substantive work (for example, to determine and organize language input) would happen in a sub-committee/working group. This allowed for youth to participate actively where they felt they wanted to make a major contribution without having to be part of the minutia of every discussion (esp. on language) if this was not their priority.
5) Independent funding: It was disappointing that only two fellowships were available from the Secretariat to support the attendance of young people at the Prepcom, and this resulted in an imbalance of participants with a large majority from Canada and Europe and only a small number from developing countries. The Youth Caucus should seek funds independent of the Secretariat’s support to cover the cost of youth travel, as well as seek more control over the allocation of the Secretariat’s fellowships. 

 Annex: Youth at the 3rd Prepcom of WSIS*
	Adam Jantunen

(Canada)
	TakingITGlobal / ICFTU
	adam@takingitglobal.org

	Adrian Pintilie

(Romania)
	AEGEE-Europe
	adrian.pintilie@aegee.org

	Alberto Nardelli

(Italy)
	Digital Youth Consortium
	alberto@takingitglobal.org

	Alex Fielding

(Canada)
	WSIS Executive Secretariat
	alex@takingitglobal.org

	Anne Christin Sievers
(Germany)
	Lutheran World Federation
	bbe@lutheranworld.org

	Axel Marion

(Switzerland)
	World Association of the Scout Movement
	axel_marion@hotmail.com

	Bahiyyih Chaffers

(United States)
	Baha'i International Community
	bic@geneva.bic.org

	De Simone Salvatore
(Italy)
	Associazone La Tenda Centro di Solidarieta
	ara@centrolatenda.it

	Diogo Andre Assumpcao
(Brazil)
	Grupo Intagir
	diogo@protagonismojuvenil.org.br

	Eeva- Maria Vuorenmaa

(Finland)
	Finnish UN Association
	Eeva-maria.vuorenmaa@yklitto.fi

	Emilienne Lionelle Samnick

(Mozambique)
	Engineers Without Borders
	emylionne@yahoo.fr

	Henrik Soderman

(Switzerland)
	World Association of the Scout Movement
	hsoderman@world.scout.org

	Hiroshi Sensaki

(Japan) 
	International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations
	vea11547@nifty.ne.jp

	Jennifer Corriero

(Canada)
	TakingITGlobal
	jenergy@takingitglobal.org

	Judith Verkooijen
(Switzerland)
	World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
	georgina@wagggsworld.org

	Keyvan Sayar

(France)
	Animafac
	ksayar@animafac.net

	Konstanze Richter
(Germany)
	Lutheran World Federation
	kri@lutheranworld.org

	Laura Fresco

(The Netherlands)
	National Youth Council of the Netherlands
	laura.fresco@student.uva.nl

	Lisa Thurston

(Australia)
	Participant at the ITU Telecom Asia Youth Forum 2002
	lisathurston@useoz.com

	Maike Sippel

(Germany)
	Youth for Intergenerational Justice and Sustainability
	maike.sippel@yois.de

	Maja Andjelkovic

(Canada) 
	International Institute for Sustainable Development
	mandjelkovic@iisd.ca

	Makio Yamada

(Japan)
	International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations
	bono0917@hotmail.com

	Marja Koskela
	World Federation of United Nations Associations
	wfuna@unog.ch

	Nick Moraitis

(Australia)
	TakingITGlobal
	nick@takingitglobal.org

	Nina Becker

(Germany)
	Youth for Intergenerational Justice and Sustainability
	nina_becker@gmx.de

	Oluwole Oshoto 

(Nigeria)
	International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations
	ooshota2@hotmail.com

	Pearl Jumo

(Zimbabwe)
	Global Knowledge Partnership
	pearl@gkpsecretariat.org

	Ryoji Ohno 

(Japan)
	International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations
	ryjhn@hotmail.com

	Satomi Oku

(Japan)
	International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations
	dryade_5182@hotmail.com

	Terri Willard

(Canada)
	International Institute for Sustainable Development
	twillard@iisd.ca

	Titilayo Akinsanmi

(Nigeria)
	Paradigm Initiative Nigeria
	titiakinsanmi@yahoo.com


*This list is very likely incomplete; additions and corrections should be sent to nick@takingitglobal.org
October 5, 2003 - Nick Moraitis
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