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Plans for vibrant youth activities at Summit





Youth Day Activities (Room S, Palexpo, 9:30-4:30, December 10, 2003)


What is important to young people in the Information Society?  How can ICTs be harnessed for development goals?  These are the questions that will be answered in a series of workshops, forums and panel discussions on "Youth Day."  It will cover diverse themes from education to media, employment to human rights, and linguistic diversity. Youth Day will also highlight Youth Caucus activities including national WSIS youth campaigns, WSIS Youth Award winners, launch of new projects and partnerships, as well as a space for youth to interact with world leaders.  The following is an initial list of confirmed events for Youth Day:  


Press Events: A press conference will be held on Youth Day about what young people think about the key issues of the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, and the Youth Caucus events at the Summit. 


E-learning Workshop: Organized by the Digital Youth Consortium, this interactive workshop will focus on innovative educational tools and how e-learning can make education more relevant for youth.


Labor and Youth Symposium-  A panel workshop coordinated by the Youth Caucus and various labour union groups, will consist of a panel discussion and the launch of a publication concerning the impact of the information society on youth, particularly young workers.


Awards Panel Showcase and Book Launch:  A two hour panel at the GKP Pavilion with all category finalists of the “WSIS Youth Awards” showcasing their ICT4D projects and sharing their stories and experiences. The Youth Creating Digital Opportunities (YCDO) Coalition will also be publishing a book showcasing the best-practice youth projects submitted to the Awards program, listed by category.


Launch of YCDO Action Plan: A key moment at the Summit will be the launch of the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Action Plan, a concrete support framework and an implementing mechanism from the Geneva phase to Tunis proposed by a Coalition of key organizations involved in youth and ICT4D.  


Youth Human Rights Workshop: This interactive panel workshop will be built around the positions and presentations of key high level contributions from governments, organizations and civil society in order to build a constructive dialogue around how the information society can be used to advance human rights, the “right to communicate”, and relevant youth led projects.


Francophonie “Atelier”: The Francophonie Youth will host a workshop on the Information Society exploring such themes as linguistic diversity, how to use ICTs for Development, and digital solidarity.


National Campaigns Workshop: Coordinators of the over many National Information Society Youth Campaigns will have an opportunity to present their activities in an interactive workshop-style presentation





Youth HUB Space (throughout the Summit): 


The Youth Hub space in the ICT4D Platform will act as a focal point for youth at the Summit. It will include an exhibition space highlighting project finalists in the WSIS Youth Award program, as well as the national level WSIS youth campaigns. A photo exposition will showcase images of the information society taken by young people around the world. The Hub will also act as an information point, where delegates can get a program of youth related events, background on youth involvement and daily news. A meeting space will also offer delegates a place to work and network. Finally, a participatory mural expressing life in the information society will be created in the Youth Hub space, with particular emphasis on young women.


Other Summit Involvement 


Youth Media Program: Many groups are bringing young journalists to the Summit including OneWorld, AMARC, Webtrotteurs du Quartier, and the British Council.  These groups will be reporting throughout the Summit via print, radio, web and video both at the Summit itself and back to their home communities. 


GKP Awards Dinner:  A high level dinner will be hosted on Dec 11th by the GKP to present awards in various categories, including youth with ICT4D projects. An overall award of US$10,000 will be presented to a youth project by the Director-General of the Swiss Agency for Development, Mr Walter Fust.  


Youth and Gender Workshop: A joint workshop on Dec 13th will analyze issues facing young women in the Information Society, how young women can be empowered, including a celebration of young women in ICT projects


Perspectives On The Internet Media And South Youth Dialogue: On Dec. 11th, The International Student Movement of the United Nations will present a workshop to study national survey reports of  youth NGOs and discuss the need to address internet media as a tool for achieving economic and social goals for the benefit of the south youth


Mainstreaming: Youth will also participate as panelists, speakers and presenters in a variety of Summit side events.


How to Get Involved


Joint collaboration around workshops, youth media program, cross-promotion and other activities 


Further funding to bring young journalists to the Summit as part of the Youth Media Program


Further funding for Youth HUB Space and to bring leaders of National WSIS Youth Campaigns to the Summit 


For more information or collaboration on Summit Events contact Youth Liaison, Alex Fielding  – alex@takingitglobal.org











