Week One: How to Make the Migration-Development Nexus Work for the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals?

by Lindsay Bayham

Many international migrants live their lives transnationally; remaining involved with family, society, and government in both their home and destination countries.
 In the past, migration's impact on development was considered almost solely in the light of “brain drain” from less-developed countries, where highly-skilled and educated professionals left their home countries for high-paying jobs abroad. More recently, however, policymakers have realized that migration can lead to development through several avenues:

1. Remittances - many migrants send money to their home countries based on their earnings abroad. In 2008, the amount of remittances exceeded the amount of official development assistance and foreign aid combined.
 

2. Attracting investment money- Migrants, through the relationships they have with both foreigners and family members abroad, are in a unique position to draw attention to investment opportunities in less-developed countries, or to invest their earnings themselves.

3. Knowledge sharing - Recent diaspora-mobilization initiatives have focused on the ways in which migrants might share their specialized technical knowledge with fellow professionals in origin countries. Some have suggested that professional migrants move to their countries of origin for three months out of each year to teach and conduct trainings, for example, or help “sister universities” in their home countries set up professional training programs.

4. Information sharing - Migrants might share information about international education, job, or funding opportunities, about new technology that would be useful for business or communication, or about different cultures and lifestyles. Whatever information they share, it can move through individual relationships to change whole economies and cultures. 

One way to try to ensure that the benefits of migration are spread evenly is to promote the use of remittances and other “migration spillovers” for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs were decided upon by representatives to the Millennium Summit hosted by the United Nations in 2000, and include eight goals aimed at “making poverty history” and intended to encompass a variety of different measures of “development.” They focus on “making poverty history”, achieving universal education, moving towards gender equality, improving infant mortality and maternal health, promoting environmental sustainability, combating HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases, and creating a global partnership for development. 

Aside from remittances and knowledge- or information-sharing, the international movement of people has direct implications on several of the Goals, such as combating environmental sustainability and the spread of HIV/AIDS. Migration may itself have negative effects on climate change, for example, since more movement usually means higher carbon emissions from transportation. Migrants may be denied entrance by host countries on the basis of their HIV status. Recognizing all the various links between migration and the MDGs is an important step in realizing the goals.

Questions: 

1. What is the best way that migrants can contribute to their home communities, in your opinion?

2. How do we ensure that migration policies are child-, youth-, and gender-sensitive? 

3. What MDGs can you think of that are directly affected by migration (e.g. the spread of HIV/AIDs)?

4. How could young people get involved in making migration work for the achievement of the MDGs?
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