Week One Summary Statement

Theme: Making the Migration-Development Nexus Work for the Realization of the MDGs

1. Overview of the Issue

Migration's impact on development is a popular issue worldwide; the upcoming Global Forum on Migration and Development is the result of several years of international meetings recognizing that migrants contribute to the development of their home and host countries in creative and integral ways.

Youth migrants now make up a majority of all migrants worldwide, yet their experiences are largely excluded from migration policy and migration debates. Affected by all of the Millennium Development Goals, youth are the target of many MDG-based interventions, and they are also the engines who will determine the success of the MDGs in the future. Yet young migrants themselves lie on a nexus of personal development; independent and energetic enough to consider migrating internationally for work, they are still susceptible to exploitation and emotional distress from their moves. Migration policies must consider both of these possibilities, creating policies which help migrants harness their energy to channel migration's benefits for development, and easing the sense of isolation or vulnerability that young people (or indeed any person) would feel upon moving to a new place.

2. Questions

After an initial round of eight questions focused on specific aspects of the connection between migration and the MDGs, such as the impact of HIV-AIDs, the consultation was revised to include only four general questions. Since all respondents addressed the four shorter questions, the summary will consider them alone. They were:

1. What is the best way that migrants can contribute to their home communities, in your opinion?

2. How do we ensure that migration policies are child-, youth-, and gender-sensitive? 

3. What MDGs can you think of that are directly affected by migration (e.g. the spread of HIV/AIDs)?

4. How could young people get involved in making migration work for the achievement of the MDGs?

3. Views

Five participants responded to the questions. Their answers showed similarities in several areas.

a. Contributions of migrants

Economic

Migrants often send remittances back to their family and friends, through financial institutions such as banks, money transfer services such as Western Union, and as cash.  Financial remittances now account for more money than foreign aid and foreign direct investment combined. Migrants may also bring new goods with them when they travel across borders. Some forms of technology, such as computers and networking tools, are difficult to acquire in developing countries due to trade laws and high tariffs, and international travelers may introduce them to their host countries. The same may be said of new skills. It may be easier to get a degree in networking or computer programming in a foreign country, for example, so young people may move abroad to acquire training. With a combination of money, goods, and skills, entrepreneurial young migrants may be instrumental in starting new sectors in their home countries, such as computer and technology businesses, telecommunications companies, or financial firms. 

Of course the way they contribute is with money. I can tell you that in my country, remittance from migrants in the US is one of the strongest fields of economy. - Andrea Arzaba, 20, Mexico

[Migrants] can contribute both financially, socially and can also improve upon the standard of living of their family and community. They can create business that go a long way to solve a need like that of communication e.g. cyber cafes. They can also take part in some infrastructural development of the environment, they can import technology which is the back [bone] of most economies. - Jude Thaddeus, 21, Cameroon

Cultural

Nearly all respondents believed that migrants contributed culturally to both their home and host countries. Migrants may share new types of music, art, or popular culture. They may open restaurants and groceries that make or import new types of food. They may form cultural groups to maintain a sense of cultural identify or to celebrate important festivals and holidays in their home countries, sensitizing host countries to these occasions in the process. When families migrate, they may introduce new forms of child-rearing and family organization to their host countries.

Cultural exchange is a major thing (in my own opinion) that a migrant can contribute to his/her home community. - Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria


[Migrants] contribute also by trying to bring the best from the community they are working in, without losing or being ashamed of their real identity. - Andrea Arzaba, 20, Mexico

[One benefit is the] sharing of ideas which make the "country migrated to" more progressive as well as those that can be applied to the migrant's own country would be a worthy contribution. - Roli  Mahajan, 23, India

One respondent believed that not all cultural exchange was appropriate, however, echoing the view of some citizens in host countries who believe that incoming migrants bring traditions that “dilute” the host country's culture.

Cultural exchange is also an important contribution but sometimes the country which is absorbing from its migrant population picks up habits which might not fit their climate, geographical or other limitations. - Roli Mahajan, 23, India

One respondent also shared one way that immigration and travel laws can hinder the sharing of knowledge, information, or goods with others:

Immigration laws seriously hinder the benefits of migration. I recall traveling to the U.S. (under the Fulbright Fellowship programme) in the mid 1980s and the Nigerian immigration seriously disturbed me as I carried a soup ingredient (famous in Nigeria) I was to share with my friends in the U.S. If not that I persisted, they could have impounded the soup ingredient. - Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria

b. Making migration policies youth- and gender-sensitive

Migration policies today are often driven by political demands in host countries. Immigration laws have become extremely restrictive in many developed countries in the past decade, particularly following September 11th, 2001. Respondents commented on the difficulties these restrictions created. Migrants may now find it difficult to travel often between countries, and to send money or packages back home through both official and informal channels. It may also be harder for them to bring their families along with them, meaning that husbands or wives and children are cut off from one parent. Even when they receive remittances from parents, children of migrants may suffer emotional isolation or neglect. 

We can in a way try to remove the barriers that prevent migrants from sending some profits back home. We can also try to ensure that these benefits are evenly distributed amongst the people of the community. - Jude Thaddeus, 21, Cameroon

However, respondents also noted that lack of immigration enforcement is also a problem, citing corruption and national rights. Although it is difficult to track the specific effects of migration on men, women and children because so little migration data is divided by age or gender, evidence suggests that children are also more susceptible to international trafficking than other groups. Lack of border enforcement is one factor that allows trafficking, although other factors (such as lack of rights for illegal immigrants) also play a role.

By implementing special offices/police men that get paid in order to assure this situation.  It is hard when corruption exists in a place. - Andrea Arzaba, 20, Mexico

I am not sure about migration policies because there needs to be some strict measures which restrict entry into a "migrant destination" because they might be benevolent to open their doors for migrants but not always do they have the capacity to look after the needs of the migrants. Though traveling from one nation to another should be slightly less tedious because we would like to move towards a borderless world or rather soft border world.." - Roli Mahjan, 23, India

c. Migration and the MDGs

Respondents recognized that almost every MDG was affected by migration in some way, although “some effects are direct while others are affected indirectly” (Roli Mahajan). Respondents particularly noted the issues of environmental sustainability, maternal and child health, gender equity, and creating a global partnership for development.

One respondent noted that health might be affected by migration and international exchange in unexpected ways: 

In Nigeria, it has been observed that a foreign plant was brought into Nigeria (despite tough Nigeria immigration laws).This plant's spores have spread over Nigeria, replicating so fast and constituting most forests we have. Sadly too,the plant has triggered allergies (sinusitis) in people. The health of many Nigerians is now at risk because of the negative effect of migration on health. - Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria

d. Room for youth contributions

Youth respondents unequivocally believed that there was a place for their involvement in migration policymaking and linking migration to the MDGs. Nearly all of the respondents mentioned making use of traditional media sources to create  awareness about both the benefits of migration (in developed countries) and the dangers of migration (in less-developed countries). The implication is that youth think the media are currently doing an unsatisfactory job educating people on these topics. Suggestions also included cooperating with other parties, particularly government and NGOs.

Young people can and must get migration work for the achievement of the MDGs by getting the word out NOW on the advantages of MDGs and migration too. - Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria 


[Youth could contribute by] creating awareness among the masses regarding the difficulties faced by the migrants and how they hinder the achievement of MDGs through traditional media. - Roli Mahajan, 23, India

Try to convince those states that do not want people into their country to realize what help they might be offering these people if they allow them to enter their country. - Jude Thaddeus, 21, Cameroon

Recommendations

It is clear from these perspectives that youth believe migrants have valuable economic and cultural contributions on their home and host societies. The challenge these respondents laid out was to help their fellow citizens realize these benefits through media presentations and advocacy campaigns.

