Week Two: Migrant integration, reintegration and circulation for development

by Ausrine Pasakarnyte
In recent years there has been a massive shift in global international migration. The aim for this week’s consultation is to separate temporary from permanent migration and think about circular migration. According to Bieckmann and Muskens (2007):

Circular migration in a global context is used as a triple win discourse promising gains for host countries, home countries and migrants themselves, promising accelerated economic growth, remittances, relative high wages and brain gain, by means of full circles of migration: immigrants should be able to come, go and come back again, with few restrictions and making use of contemporary transnational networks.

Here we are dealing with two kinds of flows: permanent and temporary migration which differs from each other by (1) the period of time spent in the host country and (2) the purpose of the stay.  “For circular migration policies to work, an important precondition is that there should be a full ‘circle’, not just half of one. Migrants must be able to come and go, and to come back again.” (Bieckmann and Muskens, 2007) 
Over the past two decades global migration has markedly changed due to the following reasons:

· Modern ways and lower costs of travelling between origin and destination countries reduced the need to stay in the destination country forever, obtain new citizenship, follow different traditions, or bring family together.

· Modern ways and lower costs of communication (internet, phone, fax, and etc.) enabled people to communicate in a real time and reduce “home sickness” effect. 
Now even the most vulnerable groups of migrants can engage in circular migration process and seek for economical, cultural and social benefits. However, bans and restrictions (whether political, economical or cultural) from policy makes does not solve the problem of migration, on the contrary, makes it deeper – promotes undocumented migrations and makes various migrant groups (especially women), even more vulnerable to exploitation. Policy makers instead of creating more restrictive migration policy could dwell upon the issue of reducing tension by reducing the bureaucracy and bans in obtaining temporary migrant permit; increasing guest worker programmes/opportunities for young people; “reduction of the difficulty and transaction costs associated with sending remittances, easing the availability of re-entry visas for migrant workers etc.” (Hugo, 2003)

However, there is a lack of communication between society, government and migrants, even the basic one regarding help in case of emergency, because most of the time migrants do not only know how or where to get help, but also does not even seek for it because they might not be aware of their rights. This is where a strong and united community (or society) could fit in.
Questions’ area 
Pease do not hesitate to share your opinion and ideas. Personal experience is particularly welcome! 

1. Have you ever migrated and returned? 
2. What are the necessary policies for promoting circular migration? (What policies are needed to protect vulnerable migrant groups from both racial/ethnic and gender discrimination in the labour market?)
3. If you were or are a migrant, how would a form of short-term migration affect your integration into your host country? 
4. What does “integration” mean to you?
For further reading you might use these links: 

1.       Circular Migration: Keeping Development Rolling? By Graeme Hugo University of Adelaide http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=129 
2.   Return migration in the life cycle of migrants http://www.governance.unimaas.nl/projects/Migration_and_Development/Research_Themes/return_migration.html 
3.      Does Temporary Migration Have to Be Permanent? Mohammad Amin and Aaditya Mattoo. (2005) 
4.      Circular migration: Creating a virtuous circle. http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/articles/Creating-a-virtuous-circle 
5.      Temporary vs. permanent migration. A decision theoretical approach. S. Berninghaus and H.G. Seifert-Vogt (1988)
6.      Return migration in the life cycle of migrants: http://www.governance.unimaas.nl/projects/Migration_and_Development/Research_Themes/return_migration.html#_ftnref2 
[image: image1.wmf]
