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With the expansion of new electronic information and communication tools, « people who do not migrate can be considered to live their live within a context which has become transnationalized »
.

How can technology and popular means of communication facilitate and encourage a more interactive dialogue on the migration-development nexus and the role of youth in the diasporas?

1. Illuminating methods of communication for migrants

Migrants rely on communication to establish and maintain relationships that help them manage the stresses of moving across borders, from finding jobs and apartments to maintaining familiar customs. Migrants communicate with friends and relatives back home, sending information and sometimes financial remittances that can affect non-migrants' lifestyles. Letters, phones calls, text messages, radio, television and Internet are among the most popular means of communication. Internet is the most used by youth; many young people use webcams and online calls to see and talk with their contacts. International communication is often easier than returning to a home country to visit friends and relatives, particularly for those residing abroad illegally, since they attempt to navigate borders without visas.

Communication also affects non-migrants' perception of foreign countries. When youth migrants, forward their non-migrant friends in their home country beautiful photos in nice places with nice clothes pretending to have a luxurious life, they create the false perception that life is better in western countries than in their countries. Many youth would therefore prefer to migrate than stay to develop their country. 

Communication between labor migrants and their non-migrating wives is another pressing issue. Some countries do not allow migrants' spouses to follow them in their country of assignment because they are not covered by the employer. This creates stress for migrant relationships and families by forcing members to live apart, which is likely to affect the psycho- social development of children or young people who are left behind.

2.. Using ICTs to expand access to legal aid and to protect young migrants' human rights

ICT, especially mailing lists and online petitions hosted by websites, are  used ever more frequently by human rights defenders and activist to advocate for the non – repatriation of a migrant or to denounce the violation of migrant rights ( bad labor conditions for example). Amnesty International
 and Human Rights Watch
 , for example, are among several organizations that gather information about human right abuses and publish it on their websites.

3. Using ICTs to link migrants to development debates

What is the content of information exchanged between migrants and non-migrants? Are migrants interested in development debates of their country of origin? Despite an increasing number of online debates and conferences between migrants and non-migrants focused on developing their countries in recent years, many migrants, especially permanent migrants, still become disconnected from problems in their home countries. 

4. Linking youth-led and youth focused diaspora organizations with home countries to enhance the effect of remittances 

The diaspora communiity is organizing itself to connect with their counterpart in their homeland through different network. As an illustration, the African Diaspora Policy Centre (ADPC)
  and the  Africa Diaspora Youth Forum (ADYF)
 provide a platform that enables African Diaspora and especially youth diaspora in Europe to connect more closely with the continent as a collective force, pool their resources and proactively undertake initiatives for the promotion of peace, better governance and brain gain in Africa.  

Discussions questions:

1.  As a migrant or non-migrant, how do you communicate with distant friends and relatives? What are your discussions and conversations about?  

2. As a migrant, do you feel concerned by development debates or issues about your country of origin?  

3. How could the government make you feel that your experiences and perspectives were considered in migration policies?

Useful links

http://www.uni-leipzig.de/~ecas2009/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=1458&Itemid=24. 

http://www.euractiv.com/31/images/1069-07_Migration_FINAL_tcm31-173549.pdf 

http://www.diaspora-centre.org/About_ADPC 

http://youngdiaspora.org/about.htm 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/Backgrounder1_Dream_Act.pdf 

http://www.naa.gov.au/naaresources/publications/research_guides/guides/childmig/introduction.htm 

http://www.tigweb.org/express/panorama/article.html?ContentID=7701 
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