Week Two Summary Statement

Theme: Migrant integration, reintegration and circulation for development

Overview of the Issue

There has been a massive shift in global international migration. Over the past two decades global migration has markedly changed due to the development of communication and reduced cost of transportation. All the necessary factors prepared special conditions for circular migration to arise. Now even the most vulnerable groups of migrants can engage into circular migration process and seek for economical, cultural and social benefits. However, bans and restrictions (whether political, economical or cultural) from policy makes does not solve the problem of migration, on the contrary, promotes undocumented migrations and makes various migrant groups (especially women), even more vulnerable to exploitation. On the other hand, there is a lack of communication between society, government and migrants, even the basic one regarding help in case of emergency because most of the time migrants might not be aware of their rights. 

Questions

A short concept note about circular migration was provided just for the general overview of the issue and the participants were asked to answer 4 questions regarding their personal experience and, of course, the opinion regarding some policy changes or suggestions.

These 4 questions where:

1. Have you ever migrated and returned? 

2. What are the necessary policies for promoting circular migration? (What policies are needed to protect vulnerable migrant groups from both racial/ethnic and gender discrimination in the labour market?)

3. If you were or are a migrant, how would a form of short-term migration affect your integration into your host country? 
4. What does “integration” mean to you?
Views

7 answers were received from our consultation participants. It is very important to stress that not all of them have tried the experience of being a migrant (weather temporary of long-term), but still were very active in this week’s consultation and provided with some valuable suggestions.
a. Personal experience of being a temporary migrant.
Three out of seven respondents have never migrated, but at least knew people who had. One respondent had migrated within the country. Other three had migrated for a certain period of time, but all of them had returned to their home country.
I have migrated to the U.S (States of Arizona, Illinois & Indiana) and returned to my country Nigeria. Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria
I have migrated and returned many times. My travel map on my profile lists out 162 cities in 15 countries. Except one, all has been for visits and not for work. Dr. E. Mohamed Rafique, 49, India
 I migrated from Liberia to Ivory Coast in 1991 during the Liberian civil war and returned to Liberian in 1998. Alfred C. Kargbo, 29, Liberia
b. Views of necessary policies for promoting circular migration.

All the respondents agree that the up-to-date policy has many gaps that allow such bad outcomes as racism, discrimination and violation of principle human rights. 

Policies would need to have several specifications dealing with racism and human rights protection. Andrea Arzaba, 20, Mexico
The most rational solution corresponding with the MDGs is stated below:
I think host states and origin states must cooperate between themselves. Maria Fernanda, 23, Mexico
Also the respondents gave some ideas for sustainable policy dealing with circular migration. 
(a) All firms in the host country must be equal employers of labour; (b) all migrants (in their host country) must pay their tax and also invest in the economy of the country by buying their goods and services. Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria
(a) Availability of jobs for skilled migrants regardless of gender (Work policies); (b) protection of migrants by giving them a protective status; (c) health policies, etc. Alfred C. Kargbo, 29, Liberia
(a) Both “type” of countries should pay attention to the difficulty of returning low-skilled migrants; (b)a goal might be enforcing employment laws in order to avoid illegal issues; (c) proposition of longer contracts should be offered to make easier the generation of economic outcomes/savings for migrants and to decrease visa issues; (d) take into account the flexibility for applying for permanent residence; (e) iIt should be attention on social security benefits –transferring them to the origin country. Maria Fernanda, 23, Mexico
However, not all the respondents where so positive about migration policies. 

I am not happy to mention this but I think that we will never find a policy that assures protection of vulnerable groups when discrimination and corruption still exist in our nations. Andrea Arzaba, 20, Mexico

The reason for cleavages between migrants and local communities are stated below. 

The difference in the kind of privileges provided to the migrants and the actual citizens have created ill-feelings among the residents of the town.  Roli  Mahajan, 23, India
c. Affect of short-term migration to the integration into the host country.

Respondents share different opinion due to the actual migration and the way one can imagine.
Positive experience or/and idea:

Culturally, a short-term stay is enough for the migrants to learn from different cultures and later on integrate it into their communities. Jude Thaddeus, 21, Cameroon
Experience as a tourist makes me believe I would learn how to speak slang language, which may get you comfortable to establish good relationships with natives from host countries. Maria Fernanda, 23, Mexico
Negative experience or/and idea:

As a migrant in the 1980s to the US, I was affected by short-term migrations as follows: (a) Inability to learn their culture, language and lifestyle of the American people. (b) Inability to fully socialize with them (due to point above) and hence me and my family almost became aliens. Daniel Onyi, 31, Nigeria
We as migrants just stand out in the host country, especially, if the racial differences are explicit. Dr. E. Mohamed Rafique, 49, India
As a migrant, a form of short-term migration would affect my integration in my host country by: (a) not allowing me to learn my host culture or language; (b) not allowing me to offer my skills as a migrant worker; (c) not allowing me to adopt an integrative approach in me would be community, school, or some other social institution, etc. Alfred C. Kargbo, 29, Liberia
One respondent showed very important but also very clear view about the difficulties that migrants might or are feeling even, if they choose short-term/circular migration.  
I would never feel at home. Andrea Arzaba, 20, Mexico

d. Meaning of integration.
All respondents agrees that integration should include the natural sense of belonging which means sharing common values, engagement in decision making (in host community), the acceptance of the equality of all human beings and the respect of linguistic, religious and cultural backgrounds.   
Integration is a way of saying that two things should be considered on the scale of how they can be made to co-exist. Jude Thaddeus, 21, Cameroon
Integration to me means total acceptance that all human beings are equal, whether they are migrants or citizens of the host country. Dr. E. Mohamed Rafique, 49, India
Integration means to be able to live with other regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, gender, past conflict, etc. Alfred C. Kargbo, 29, Liberia
Recommendations

The most important suggestion of the respondents, regarding as well the MDG’s and GMDF, is the importance of the cooperation between the countries. As well, it is very important to stress that it is multisided process involving migrants, local community and policy makers. However, we must never forget that we are always dealing with a human being who is the greatest value per se. 
