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Module I

Understanding MDG 6
Module I of the course shall deal with the understanding of the MDG6, its target and what it aims. It should give the participants and overview of HIV/AIDS and other diseases such as malaria. It will also deal with the following activities:

Activity 1: Setting Goals, Building Solutions

Activity 2: Mind Mapping the MDGs

Activity 3: Visualizing inequality, envisioning a future

Activity 4: What progress have we made?

Activity 5: What’s it worth?

Goal 6 of the MDGs deals with reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS and major diseases. 
The target 7 under the goal 6 states “Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS” and target 8 states “Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases”.
Diseases such as AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria kill over 6 million people each year.
 Around 800,000 children under the age of five die from malaria every year, making this disease one of the major causes of infant and juvenile mortality. 
The reader by now must have understood how the MDGs relate with each other and how the action for one MDG can result in the improvement in the other MDG. An integrated approach is needed to combine the MDGs effectively into operational strategies that address the population effectively. Operational strategies encompass combining the national development policies with the MDG targets and ensuring that the funding received addresses the operational targets. For example, to improve child health the government decides to make an investment. Combining this goal with the MDG, the government decides to make an investment in providing vaccinations to prevent diseases.  This makes the national development policy with the MDG making it operational and now specifies how the funding would be employed for the benefit of the community.
The major causes of the spread of HIV/AIDS are lack of information among the youth regarding sexual and reproductive health and voluntary testing. A major solution to the AIDS problem can be to address the youth to abstain from pre-marital sex and extra-marital affairs. Other reasons of HIV/AIDS spread is domestic violence and rape.
The Final Report of the Ad Hoc Working Group for Youth and the MDGs: Youth And The Millennium Development Goals: Challenges and Opportunities for Implementation identify the following options for actions for the youth:
1. Encourage youth-led sexual reproductive health education in secondary schools, and integrate HIV/AIDS education into curriculum as a sustainable way of sharing information about HIV/AIDS. 

2. Use youth expertise to create innovative and effective strategies for the prevention of HIV/AIDS, TB, Malaria and all diseases. 

3. Create, mobilize and strengthen teams of young peer educators to visit schools, places of worship, and other structures in their communities. 

4. Link local youth employment networks to clinics in disease-affected areas. 

5. Further investigate the role of youth as care givers, and how youth employment strategies can be part of scaling up delivery of medication and care services. 

6. Resource conferences and existing youth structures as contact points, using them to incorporate youth in national strategies, advise on government policies, and distribute resources. 

7. People Living With AIDS (PLWA) associations and other efforts to support those affected by the disease should provide channels for youth-focused services and participation. 

Exercise 1
Activities have been taken from One World Youth Project guide.

Activity 1: Setting Goals, Building Solutions 

Consider the following questions for yourself; these would help you identify the project goals for your work:
1. Have you ever set a goal for yourself?
2. Did you want to improve a skill or work toward achieving the goal?

3. How did you measure whether or not you met this goal?

4. How would you describe your community?

5. What do you like most about your community? Least?
6. What are your concerns for the local community? What problems do you see? List five to eight concerns.

7. What goals could you set to lessen the impact of these problems or eliminate your concerns? 

Activity 2: Mind Mapping the MDGs 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Why are there so many overlapping parts to the Goals? 

2. Could one Goal be achieved without the others? 

3. Is it possible to work toward so many things simultaneously? 

Activity 3: Visualizing inequality, envisioning a future 

Explore the different maps, looking at each and noting any trends or information you find interesting. 
http://www.tigweb.org/explore/ 

Activity 4: What progress have we made? 

Group Activity

Students will be researching the quantitative data, the students will investigate the background behind how data is collected, such as sources, definition of terms, and any differences between the data published by multiple sources. Use the resource available at UN MDGs Indicators database: 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mi/mi_goals.asp 

The countries for research on the activity are:

	Name
	Research Country

	Hermina Bawanawati
	China

	David K. Takawira
	Sudan

	Dalbert Lumiere Fominka   
	Papua New Guinea

	Max Gerald Guillaume
	Chile

	Takondwa Kaliwo
	Spain

	Pierpaolo Fuster
	Brazil

	Abdulraqeb Al-Duais
	Uganda

	Adi Asenaca Aralele Uluilakeba
	France

	Mussa Msengi Gunda
	Vietnam

	Pham Van Tam
	Russia

	Ntamushobora Valens
	Afghanistan

	David Elias Mjuni
	Japan

	Francis Adu Besseah
	Iran

	Clara Kalaba
	Yemen

	MENSA KWAMI TSEDZE
	Kuwait


Activity 5: What’s it Worth? 
Activity 5 helps students to develop perspective on the financial and other costs of achieving the MDGs, as well as the economic implications of not meeting the Goals.
Discuss what will be the implications of not achieving the goals? Social, Economic or Political implications.
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ASSIGNMENT AS A SINGLE WORD DOCUMENT (.DOC) at my email address.
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