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YouthR.l.S.E

for reducing drug related harm



Youth R.I.S.E.
Job Posting
Youth RISE International working group
Job Title:

Youth RISE International Working Group Member
Reporting to: 
Regional development co-ordinator
Location:

Global (travel is necessary)
Salary:

Volunteering


Start Date:

January 2009
The Organisation 
Youth R.I.S.E. (Resources. Information. Support. Education.) is an international youth-led network for reducing the risks and harms associated with substance use. Youth RISE is a new, completely innovative project, acting as the first and only youth-led global harm 
reduction network of young people. Youth R.I.S.E. recognises that young people (age 15-24) face a wide range of specific barriers when it comes to accessing harm reduction services, advocating for harm reduction interventions or engaging with harm reduction and drug policy organisations at a national, regional or international level.  
Youth R.I.S.E. aims to increase the engagement and social inclusion of young people in the policies and decisions that affect their lives, thereby both increasing the effectiveness of programmes and services, and the health outcomes of the children and youth involved. Youth R.I.S.E. advocates for effective harm reduction programmes and policies for young people, as well as increasing opportunities for young people to participate in the design, implementation and evaluation of the policies that affect their lives. In addition, the organisation provides a culturally diverse experience, allowing for cross-cultural partnerships, peer-to-peer training opportunities and youth empowerment initiatives.  

Themes:
· Harm Reduction Knowledge – for young people and service providers
· Discriminatory Policies – to reduce barriers, stigma and criminalisation 
· Creating effective Harm Reduction Services – relevant and accessible
· Increase of Research and Evidence – on youth and harm reduction issues
· Increase of Training Opportunities – for youth and service providers
· Street Children and Youth – to better address their specific needs
The International Working Group:
The International Working Group (IWG) will provide leadership to the Network. IWG members will have experience as young people working in harm reduction, and will be able to contribute regional perspectives to the development and effectiveness of this global initiative. 


Roles and responsibilities
In addition to the co-ordinators, the Youth R.I.S.E. management team comprises the (IWG). The members in the IWG are mainly young activists working in the field and who have shown interest in volunteering for the network

The main tasks and duties of the IWG members are the following:

· The IWG will provide experience, guidance, and support to Youth R.I.S.E. to achieve the above outputs and develop the themes further. Additionally, IWG members will help develop the infrastructure needed for the sustainability of the network.
IWG members will be proactive in implementing Youth R.I.S.E.’s strategic focus, activities and projects, and will effectively engage Youth R.I.S.E. members in their region to strengthen regional networks and develop local and regional partnerships.

· The IWG members will participate in the International Conference on Drug-Related Harm, and international meetings around drug policies.
· IWG members will act as “key informants” to collect research and information on the harm reduction needs of young people in their region. Furthermore, IWG members will serve as liaisons to engage young people in their region in research, training or advocacy projects and will support the participation of young people who do not have access to Information and Communications Technology (ICT).
· IWG members will participate in the development of Youth R.I.S.E.’s website and online communication tools, and on e-consultations that will further develop Youth R.I.S.E.’s advocacy and training goals.

There is a continuous communication between Youth R.I.S.E. co-ordinators and the IWG members to sustain the flow of the work. Major decisions are taken in co-ordination between these two entities. The regional development co-ordinator is in contact with the IWG, to develop regional plans hence strengthening their work. 

Guidelines for Participation:
· Fluency in English;
· Frequent internet access (at least 2x per week);
· Ability to attend monthly teleconference calls;
· Commitment to a rights-based approach (including evidence-based information and services, harm reduction, etc);
· Skills and/or organisational capacity that is relevant to regional and/or international organising, harm reduction and working with young people;
· Ability to contribute your time on a voluntary basis (an honorarium will be provided mid-year);


· Ability to travel to conferences and meetings;
· Must be able to commit to an entire year, beginning January 2010;
· Interested, motivated, flexible and reliable!
If you do not meet the criteria listed above, but would like to be involved in the network, please become a member! Membership is free and you will be able to access email updates, information, resources and training opportunities. Please sign up at www.youthrise.org 
If you are interested in participating in the International Working Group, please fill out the brief application below and submit your CV/resume and/or short biography to info@youthrise.org by December 18th, 2009.
If you have questions about the IWG, the Network, or your ability to participate, please contact us prior to the deadline.
Application Form:
Name: 
Country of birth: 
Country of residence: 
Age: 
Organisation / Network: 
Languages: 
Please answer the following questions:
1. What kind of experience do you have that related to youth and drug-related and/or harm reduction issues?
2. Why do you want to participate in the International Working Group and how will the IWG benefit from your participation?
3. Tell us which of the themes of the network (see above) you are most interested in and what skills or ideas you have to contribute to these themes.
4. Are you affiliated with any local or regional youth/ sexual health/ drug related/ harm reduction networks, and if so, which ones?
5. Feel free to share any other info that might help inform the selection process.
Selection process:
We are seeking regional and global representation and hope to have balanced participation. We are committed to diverse representation and encourage people of all genders and sexualities to apply. We encourage the participation of young people who have experience (past or present) with drug use because this personal experience and perspective is valuable to the work of the network. We will strive to reflect this diversity in the selection of the International Working Group. 
If selected we will contact you for an interview on Skype around the beginning of January 2010. 
