Module II

Understanding MDG 8
Through the Module I and its activities the participants are expected to have understood the basics of the MDG 8 and what windows of opportunity are available for use by the youth to help achieve it. 
Module II will allow the participants to assess the community needs in their own localities and identify the problems related to the achievement of MDG 8.
Community based assessment (CBA) is important before any project can be realized at any level. The CBA shall enable the project planner to understand what the community needs from the project. A project planned without such assessment would lead to poor project base, poor project results and no benefits for the society. This would ultimately lead to disregard for any such projects from the same person in the future.

MDGS themselves have been divided into quantifiable and measurable indictors, which serve as measures of achievement. The data and the statistics are related to the indictors. It is with these indicators that the project planner is able to divide and gather the information required for the project planning. These indictors dictate the type of information that may be required. The UN and the government collect the information of the MDGs on such indicators.  For example, if a person wishes to start a project on the MDG 6, he/she would have to first understand the indicators, take the statistical data and identify the problem, which could be the lack of information for the young people. The project planner would then relate the same data to his/her local community and decide the project objectives and aims.
EXAMPLE OF DATA:
Adolescent birth rate

(Age-specific fertility rate 15-19)

· Measures the annual number of births to women 15 to 19 years of age per 1000 women in that age group. 
· It represents the risk of childbearing among adolescent women 15 to 19 years of age. 
· Generally computed as a ratio, with: The numerator is the number of live-births born to women 15 to 19 years of age, the denominator is an estimate of exposure to childbearing by women 15-19 years of age.
This data would then show the planner the requirements of the country and the local community.

DATA COLLECTION

There are various methods of data collection for the socio-economic information required to gauge the goals required for the MDGs. It is important that the reader understands that all the MDGs are inter-related and therefore the reader needs to examine the socio-economic and other MDG factors which are relevant to this MDG.
Data can be collected through various sources such as:
1. Household survey
2. Census records
3. Administrative records
The data sources should provide you with effective information on the following:

1. Health care
2. Education

3. Labour force

4. Household income
5. Sources of Household income
6. HIV

7. Population

It is expected that the reader would be able to identify the relevance of the above information with the MDG and its targets.

Box 1 details the sources of information in China as an example for the data collection:
	BOX 1: MDG DATA COLLECTION IN CHINA

The Sources of Data for MDG Indicators
Main Categories of Statistic for MDG Monitoring: 

Population                            Household  

Health 


Education 

Employment 

Environment 

The Data Sources:

Administrative records

Census and sample survey

The Data Collection:

National Bureau of  Statistics (NBS): 

Population statistics,       Household survey,     Employment statistics 

Ministries and Agencies :

Education Statistics 

Health Statistics

Environment Statistics

The Data at Sub-national Level 
Data from Administrative Records: 

Most of the data can be disaggregated by rural/urban, 

Some can be disaggregated by gender.

For example:

1. Number of students (rural/urban, gender)

2. Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source (rural/urban)

3. Prevalence of underweight children under-five years ( rural/urban)

Data from Population Survey and Census: 

By rural/urban, age and gender:

For example:

· Literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds (rural/urban, gender)

Data from Household Survey: 

By rural/urban:

For example: 

· Proportion of population below national poverty line

The Data Gap
Most exiting surveys are designed nationally representatives, it may fail to show reliable value at sub-national level.

For example:

· Under-five mortality rate

· Maternal mortality ratio

Administrative records may also fail to provide detail information of rural/urban, age or gender.

Data for some indicators are unavailable from currently statistics in China, 

For example:

· Proportion of children under 5 with fever who are treated with appropriate anti-malarial drugs

· Internet users per 100 population



The project planner should identify the data that may be required and also design the form for the data collection. As data collection would require visits to various government departments and survey into the local community, therefore it is important to have other young people join. It is important to understand the Data Gap in the collection. For the project to succeed it is important to highlight the data that is not available and identify the sources for the data collection. 
PROBLEM IDENTIFCATION
After collecting the data from the sources and to some extent bridging the data gap, it is important that the problem is identified. The project planner should see the issues which are preventing the realization of the MDG goal. This may be political will, lack of resources, lack of budgetary requirements, and lack of awareness or other factors. Once the problem has been identified, it would be possible to build the project with it. Problem identification would also increase the chances of funding and support from various sources. A well planned project with specific aim and targets has far more chances of getting support than a poorly planned project.
A good statistical base would allow the user to understand the issues at hand.
Consider the example of Cambodia in Box 2:
	Box 2: MDG Data at Sub-national Level: The Experiences of Cambodia

Cambodia adapted global MDGs in September 2000 and localized in 2003 with a  comprehensive consultation have been made through “National Poverty Forum”, including public sector, private sector, civil society and other international organizations

· Cambodia MDGs sets a clear target base periodic of every five year 2005 and 2015. In addition to 48 global indicators, over 100 CMDG indicators are included

· Sub-national and gender-based coverage have been identifies for MDG monitoring

Objective
· Identify specific target population to allow for policy decision-making and programming

· Allow government and development partners to identify budget allocation and package programs

· Encourage local base civil society organizations engagement and development    

Key Challenges

· Lack of capability/statistical literacy at  local level, even as the sufficient of facilities

· Limitation of quality control of data at sub-national level (data timeliness and data availability)   

· Lack of donors support/project-base local statistical units.




Although there are some key challenges, but the objectives have been set to allow the government to understand the real issues behind the problem. Seeing the example it is important that to work for the real problem, the planner divides the problem into a number of parts and then work on each of the part to locate the critical issue.
COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT 

The time required for the community assessment will greatly depend upon the size of your locality. If the community is large, you may have to work with a couple of people and divide the community into zones to undertake the work.
For the community assessment, you would need to design a questionnaire related to the project you aim to take. This survey would help you identify the problem at hand. Also looking at the local documents and surveys, will give you a historical perspective of the issues and what, if any progress has been made.
For example to understand the prevalence of antenatal care among women, the planner will need to find out the number of women who used antenatal care provided by skilled health personnel for reasons related to pregnancy at least once or four times. This would give the planner an idea on the project goals.
PROJECT GOALS
After the problem has been identified and the user has assessed the community needs, it is important to formulate the project goals. Project goals will identify the problems that you the project will cover and will provide the donors and supporters a quick overview of the project. More information will be covered in Module III.
Exercise 2
1. Identify the data sources you will need to collect data for the MDG 8?
2. What methods will you use for data collection in your community?
3. Identify the problems associated with achieving the MDGs in your country, quote data from sources?
4. Design a questionnaire for your community survey?
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