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I will like to start my looking at an overview of the issue at hand.

Serbia and Russia rejected the unilateral declaration independence (UDI) with Serbia stating that Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia and always will be. The government and the National Assembly of Serbia have declared the UDI null and void.

A number of European countries, France, Italy, Germany, United Kingdom, recognised Kosovo on Monday the 18th after a meeting of EU Foreign Ministers in Brussels.

The US also announced its recognition on Monday the 18th.

The three EU states indicated that they will not recognise Kosovo that is Cyprus, Romania and Slovakia.

On the 18th of February 2008 the Security Council held an open emergency meeting to consider Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence. The meeting was addressed by the President of Serbia and the Secretary General of the UN. The President of Serbia again reiterated his country's views regarding the illegality of the declaration and its violation of the Security Council 1244. He added that the act legalised the threat of violence as a means of creating new states. He also reiterated the issue of precedence.

The Council again remained divided on the way forward and the legality of the declaration as well as the legality of the proposed EU mission to Kosovo. We have always participated in these discussions as South Africa and have consistently reiterated the principle of peaceful political dialogue in the resolution of any conflict. Patience and perseverance, and not might, we think will deliver a better solution which will have a lasting effect. The UN Charter and international law and sovereignty must be upheld at all times.

South Africa holds the view that even at this late hour there remains space for dialogue and negotiations that could help contribute to long-term peace in the Balkans. South Africa as a member of the UN, a member of the Non Aligned Movement (NAM) and the African Union upholds and promotes the principle of territorial integrity of states. So it is clear that the current developments in Kosovo have serious implications for the international community. Our government will be studying and will be studying the political and legal implications of this new development.

We would have preferred a solution to be found within the legal and the political principles set out in the Security Council resolution. The unilateral declaration of independence by the provisional institutions of self-governance of Kosovo presents the international community, together with ourselves, with a serious challenge. In view of this South Africa will remain ceased with this complex and serious matter.

That is what we wanted to present to you on the latest developments on issues around Kosovo. It is an issue that is still ongoing. The interested parties keep on calling for different types of meetings, whether they are open, private, emergency or scheduled, so we expect that anytime developments around this issue in the United Nations may continue.

The support of the United States and some European Union countries for Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence has in many ways contributed to a deterioration of the security situation in southeastern Europe. The fundamental strategic assumption of promoters of Kosovo's independence—that Kosovo was the last open question left over from the breakup of Yugoslavia—is likely to prove wrong. Thus, given the breakdown in the international and regional consensus on the contours of a legitimate Balkan political and security order, the instability of Kosovo and other states in the region is in reality likely to increase in the post-Kosovo independence period.

I wish to stand that the security council has a lot to do and as such they should use their office and solve this problem

















